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This year at 
Bendigo Writers 
Festival we’re 
making “much 
ado about … 
everything”.

2016 is our fifth 
birthday, and it’s 400 years since the 
death of that unsurpassed writer and 
rabble-rouser, William Shakespeare.

If we needed reasons to celebrate, 
there’s two right there.

We are grateful for the magnificent 
support of the City of Greater Bendigo 
and our presenting partner La Trobe 
University. Our success is a tribute  
to your vision.

To all those who encourage us and 
assist us with their time, expertise  
and enthusiasm, I extend my  
deepest gratitude. 

We are proud to be part of this 
inspiring city.

ROSEMARY SORENSEN, DIRECTOR

The Bendigo 
Writers Festival 
gets bigger and 
better each year, 
sharing the 
wonders and 
excitement of 
the written word 
with more and more citizens  
of Bendigo and beyond.

It is precisely this lively intellectual 
culture that makes Bendigo such a 
great place to live and work. It’s a city 
of inspirational and innovative ideas, 
and La Trobe is proud to be a partner 
in these cultural endeavours.

I wish Rosemary Sorensen, the  
City of Greater Bendigo and all  
La Trobe academics, staff members 
and students involved every success 
with the fifth Festival.

PROF. JOHN DEWAR, 
VICE-CHANCELLOR,  
LA TROBE UNIVERSITY

Bendigo Writers 
Festival is 
now firmly 
established as 
part of the City of 
Greater Bendigo’s 
cultural calendar. 

In just five years, it has become an 
anticipated event for many people 
from right across our region, and we 
are delighted to welcome so many 
visitors at festival time.

We acknowledge the hard work and 
dedication of our Festival Director, 
Rosemary Sorensen, our Capital 
Venues and Events staff, the support 
and encouragement of La Trobe 
University and other sponsors, and 
the enthusiasm of many volunteers 
who make the festival possible. 

The festival is a strong part of our 
commitment to increasing literacy  
in order to enhance the quality of  
life of all our community. I trust  
you will enjoy this year’s wide- 
ranging program. 

ROD FYFFE OAM, CHAIRMAN

welcome

BENDIGO WRITERS FESTIVAL PEOPLE: Director: Rosemary Sorensen, voxbendigo@gmail.com General Manager (The Capital): David Lloyd, d.lloyd@
bendigo.vic.gov.au Marketing Director (The Capital): Anne Henshall, a.henshall@bendigo.vic.gov.au Communications officer: Cecile Shanahan, 
bwfcomms@gmail.com Volunteer coordinator and finance officer (The Capital): Deborah Blake, d.blake@bendigo.vic.gov.au Administration 
coordinator (The Capital): Lorelle Henderson, l.henderson@bendigo.vic.gov.au Production manager (The Capital): Helen Morris, h.morris@
bendigo.vic.gov.au Text Marks the Spot coordinator: Sarah Mayor Cox, s.mayorcox@latrobe.edu.au Committee of Management: Rod Fyffe 
OAM (chair), Claire Flanagan-Smith, Anne Henshall, Peter Kennedy, David Lloyd, Katherine Mackenzie, Gina Pederick, Rosemary Sorensen 
Program support group: Claire Flanagan-Smith, Dee Gill, Anne Henshall, Jennifer Mitchell, Cecile Shanahan

free events
birds for all 
seasons exhibition 
exhibition launch  
thursday august 11, 5.30pm 

BENDIGO BANK THEATRE @ THE CAPITAL

Geoff Park’s “Natural Newstead” blog 
captivates people across the world, with 
its glorious photographs of the birds of 
Central Victoria. Along with his gentle 
commentary, the images are a modern-
day naturalist’s diary, recording the 
behaviour of birds as the seasons and 
climate changes. For Bendigo Writers 
Festival, Geoff and curator Dee Gill 
have created an exhibition that will 
delight birdwatchers, conservationists 
and art lovers alike. 

On show in The Capital foyer gallery, 
Sunday August 7 until Sunday August 21.

new ways to do it: 
poetry on show 
friday august 12, 5.30pm to 7pm 

FESTIVAL HUB IN THE BANQUET ROOM  
 @ THE CAPITAL

Scott Alterator hosts the celebration 
of the Vox Bendigo Fyffe Award in 
a cabaret-style showcase of poetry 
and new writing, with special guest, 
Samuel Wagan Watson. Kindly 
supported by City of Greater Bendigo 
mayor, Rod Fyffe OAM, the award 
encourages new work about the 
region. This year, two poems by Tru  
S. Dowling and Melinda Kallasmae 
will be published in an artisan-zine,  
a small, hand-crafted fold-out 
booklet, designed by Jacqui Lynch.

stories in the dark 
saturday august 13,  
11.45am, 1pm and 2.15pm 

STRATEGEM STUDIO @ ULUMBARRA

Take a seat as the lights are dimmed, 
and let the sound of voices enfold you. 
Hear local, community-made creative 
nonfiction and documentary stories 
curated by ABC Open’s Jane Curtis. 
50 minutes of deep listening to soothe 
and inspire. Part documentary, part 
soundscape, part storytelling.  
A hit at the Castlemaine Festival, this 
is a free event presented by the ABC. 
Suitable for ages 12 and above. 

Sessions run for 50 minutes.
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according to assange
saturday august 13, 8pm to 9pm

ULUMBARRA THEATRE

tickets: $40 [K1201]

Live via videolink from London, WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange talks to Robert 
Manne, about the impact of this “cypherpunk 
revolutionary” on international political power. 
He calls himself publisher, author, muckraker and radical, 
an entrepreneur, a programmer, and a cryptographer. 
Assange is the very recognisable face of WikiLeaks, 
famous around the world for releasing secret information 
about corrupt governments, unaccountable corporations, 
occupying militaries and secretive international trade deals.

On the big screen on the stage of Bendigo’s historic  
Ulumbarra Theatre, Assange tells his own story,  
why he took on the world’s superpowers and what  
he believes will be the future of WikiLeaks. 

Manne says there are “few original ideas in politics …  
Julian Assange created one”. This is a unique opportunity 
to hear from the man himself about one of the defining 
ideas in modern history.

Presented by Bendigo Writers Festival and La Trobe 
University’s Ideas and Society program.

Please note: this event will not be recorded.

saturday night

Robert Manne Julian Assange  
(photo by Allen Clarke)

festival supper club

mick thomas and the  
roving commission
saturday august 13, 9.30pm until late

ULUMBARRA THEATRE

tickets: $35-$95

He writes about mates, ratbags, races, places, weddings, 
parties, funny stuff … anything. Really good stories and 
really good songs. An intimate cabaret concert with Mick 
Thomas and the Roving Commission performing his own 
brilliant, passionate brand of Australian rock. 

The Supper Club turns the tables, literally, on theatre: you 
and the performer are on stage at Ulumbarra, with food  
and beverage service for your late-night enjoyment. 

julian
assange

3
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workshop 1: getting started  
with cate kennedy 
friday august 12,  
10am to 12.30pm

STRATEGEM STUDIO  
@ ULUMBARRA

tickets: $40 [K1101]

Do you have a big file 
hopefully titled “possible 
story ideas”? Do your 
plots and characters swirl 
around like a constellation, 
refusing to be sorted? 
Learn how to pin down a 
‘through-line’ for your writing project. 

Take a look at what you’ve really got, focus on how you 
can best develop it, and reconnect with the inspiration 
and instinct to bring it more fully to life. The ultimate 
how-to kickstarter to get that writing project -  
in whatever form you choose - off and running. 

Cate Kennedy writes fiction, poetry and non-fiction  
and she is one of Australia’s most popular teachers  
of the short story. 

workshop 2: techniques for 
success with mark dapin
friday august 12, 1pm to 3.30pm

STRATEGEM STUDIO @ ULUMBARRA

tickets: $40 [K1102]

You’ve got the basics, but you need some help to sharpen 
your style, improve your readability and find your voice. 
Find the tools to scrutinise your own writing and apply the 
techniques for that all-important shift from under-done to as 
good as you can make it. Mark Dapin, an experienced writer 
and mentor, works across all genres to bring you effective 
techniques for every writing project. 

workshop 3: writing your life 
story with benjamin law 
sunday august 14, 10am to 4pm

STRATEGEM STUDIO @ ULUMBARRA

tickets: $80 [K1302]

Memoirs can start as an 
essay or an article, and 
develop to become the 
most satisfying thing you’ll 
ever write. To get you 
started, Benjamin Law will 
show you the techniques 
you need to explore your 
own experiences as well 
as develop your writing 
around people, places and 
events you remember. It’s 
important to remain true 
to your memory and still 
keep your readers engaged. 

In this all-day workshop, you will discover how to: identify 
the elements of your life that will be most interesting to 
readers, refine your storytelling voice, find the comedy  
in tragedy and vice versa, stay on task and time-manage. 

Benjamin Law is the creator of The Family Law,  
the memoir which is now a popular tv series.

fe
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sunday august 14, 8.30am to 10am 

ULUMBARRA THEATRE FOYER

tickets: $40 [K1301]

Start your Sunday in style, with a tempting 
buffet breakfast prepared by Ulumbarra 
resident chef, Greg Egan. 

Many people now want to know not just what’s 
on their plate but where it came from. As the 
paddock-to-plate movement links up with  
fair-food advocates, that means we can  
support not just good restaurants but the best. 

Long-time food writer Rita Erlich is joined by 
Fair Food researcher Nick Rose and Nick and 
Sonia Anthony, from much-admired Masons 
of Bendigo, to talk about how to judge a 
restaurant, with host Kath Bolitho. 

workshops
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brave enough 
cheryl strayed, benjamin law & david astle

friday august 12, 7.30pm to 9pm

ULUMBARRA THEATRE

tickets: $20 or $15 conc. [K1103]

Some people just can’t help themselves: 
they see a limit and have to go beyond it. 
Creativity is not timid. It needs courage 
and a bit of luck to take off and soar. It 
also needs support and perhaps a safety 
net so it doesn’t crash and burn before 
getting off the ground. 

Wild and witty Cheryl Strayed 
challenges us in all her books and 
writing to be “brave enough”  
to take creative risks. 

She is joined by fearless, funny 
Benjamin Law, whose sense of 
humour turns demoralising  
events into stories that we  
can laugh at and learn from.

And sublimely talented word-guru 
David Astle is not just a clever  
puzzle-maker. He’s also a curious  
and thoughtful student of life,  
with a penchant for both mental  
and physical risk-taking.

The conversation is hosted by  
“leader-in-residence” at Leadership 
Victoria, Chris Kotur, who 
has facilitated discussions for 
governments, corporations  
and many other risky ventures.

closing concert
i’ve got rhythm
sunday august 14, 4.30pm to 6pm

CAPITAL THEATRE

tickets: $12 sunday pass or festival pass [S2306]

The internationally acclaimed Swiss soprano,  
who has sung in concert halls around the world, 
brings to Bendigo her passion for the musical 
genius of Gershwin, Cole Porter, Rodgers and 
Hammerstein and many more.

Her sensuous voice and sparkling personality  
are perfect for such all-time classics as 
Summertime, Fascinating Rhythm,  
Sound of Music and Night and Day.

Accompanied by pianist Robert Greene,  
Ms Nadelmann will guide her audience  
through a program sure to leave a smile  
on your face and a song in your heart.

opening event

NOEMINADELMANN

:

Cheryl Strayed (photo by Joni Kabana) Benjamin Law David Astle
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exhibition: freya blackwood
celebration event thursday august 11 at 6pm  

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY VISUAL ARTS CENTRE ON VIEW STREET 

Curated by Sarah Mayor Cox and Paul 
Morris, this exhibition showcases the 
work of Astrid Lingren Award winner, 
Freya Blackwood.

Freya Blackwood is one of  
Australia’s most talented children’s 
illustrators and her work has captured 
international attention and a host of 
awards and nominations. 

Her first picture book, Two Summers, 
written by John Heffernan was 
published in 2003. 

She has since illustrated books  written 
by Libby Gleeson, Margaret Wild, 
Roddy Doyle, Jan Ormerod, Nick Bland 
and Kyle Mewburn. My Two Blankets 
was the Winner of the 2015 CBCA  
award for Picture Books. 

Exhibition runs from Wednesday  
July 20 to Sunday August 14.

Celebration supported by  
La Trobe University Bendigo  
Alumni Association. 

sam the story tram
daily 10am, friday august 5 to sunday august 14

DEPARTS FROM TRAM DEPOT: FREE BUT BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL  
CAPITAL BOX OFFICE 5434 6100

One of Bendigo’s heritage trams turns into a book cubby 
on rails, taking children on a fun ride from the Tram 
Depot at 75 Hargreaves St, down through the middle of 
Bendigo to the Central Deborah Goldmine. 

With conductor-storyteller Narelle Stone, it’s all aboard, 
destination books, stories and imagination, a new and 
unique way for Bendigo Writers Festival to celebrate 
words with our youngest friends.

Supported by the City of Greater Bendigo’s community 
grants and the Communities for Children Early Years 
Literacy and Language Development working group.

Duration approx 60 mins. Boarding from 9.45am.

text marks  
the spot
friday august 12

ALL TEXT MARKS THE SPOT SESSIONS ARE FREE 
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL:  
BWF@BENDIGO.VIC.GOV.AU OR PHONE 5434 6017

Bendigo Writers Festival’s free program for schools, 
supported by La Trobe University Bendigo, kicks off  
at 10am in Ulumbarra Theatre, and continues through  
the day in five festival venues. 

The lineup this year includes fantasy writer Isobelle 
Carmody and illustrator writer Judith Rossell, as well  
as Chris Kennett, James Moloney, Gabrielle Tozer,  
Diana Sweeney, Jaclyn Moriarty, Dianne Touchell  
and slam poet Abe Nouk.

Sessions include ABC Heywire workshop for young 
writers, Abe Nouk on slam poetry, and illustrators at work.

You can find the full program online at  
bendigowritersfestival.com.au.

Illustration from Harry and Hopper,  
written by Margaret Wild

6
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Bendigo Writers Festival ticketing 
options offer flexibility, good value 
and the opportunity to browse. 

PASSES give you access to all day 
events in five venues. You’ll need to 
add on bookings for Feature Events 
and Workshops. And please note, 
some of the venues are small, so  
they may reach capacity.

FESTIVAL PASS covers all three days, 
giving you access to all five venues 
and 67 sessions: Friday from 3pm to 
6.30pm, Saturday, 10.30am to 7pm, 
and Sunday from 10am to 4pm, plus 
the Closing Concert, 4.30pm to 6pm.

Only coming for one day? Not a 
problem: book a FRIDAY, SATURDAY  
or SUNDAY PASS.

There are also SINGLE CAPITAL  
THEATRE TICKETS available for  
all events on Friday, Saturday  
and Sunday.

PLEASE NOTE: 
Passes are likely to sell out,  
so it’s a good idea to book early.

For last minute seats, you may  
be able to purchase a ticket at the  
door, for sessions not at capacity.  
Door tickets for single sessions  
are $15 if available.

Passes do not provide access  
to feature events or workshops.

ticket options

CAPITAL THEATRE BENDIGO BANK THEATRE @ THE CAPITAL ENGINE ROOM @ OLD FIRE STATION

3:00PM THE EDIBLE CITY: INDIRA NAIDOO

Author, journalist and television presenter Indira 
Naidoo has a passion for growing her own 
food. She followed the best-selling success 
of The Edible Balcony, on how to start a tiny 
kitchen garden, with The Edible City, which 
celebrates guerrilla gardeners who transform 
wasted urban land into community vegetable 
gardens. She talks to ABC Central Victoria’s 
Fiona Parker about harvesting hope. [S2101]

CARING FOR THE PAST 

From delicately-wrought lace to rough hard-
working cloth, remnants from the past have the 
power to stir imagination and link us through 
the stories they evoke. Historian and rural 
change researcher Liza Dale-Hallett talks with 
Bendigo Historical Society's Kerry Conway 
and textile conservator Marion Parker about 
how best to preserve, display and explore the 
clothes and fabrics of our history. [P3101]

4:15PM AS GOOD AS IT GETS: PETER SINGER 

Can reason be as important as emotion when 
it comes to how we live? In his latest book, 
The Most Good You Can Do, internationally 
renowned moral philosopher Peter Singer 
challenges us to consider the social and 
personal benefits of “effective altruism”.  
He talks with Anna Goldsworthy about 
individual ethics and social good. [S2102]

EUROCRIME: LOVE IN TOUGH TIMES 

Victor del Arbol combines intrigue and politics 
in his nail-biting novels set in Spain's romantic 
cities. Liam Pieper's new novel is a thriller 
combined with a love story, set in Prague. They 
talk with Penelope Curtin about the intoxicating 
combination of history, passion and suspense 
that makes Eurocrime so popular. Victor del 
Arbol's appearance is supported by Accion 
Cultural Espanola. [P3102]

5:30PM WHAT’S FAITH GOT TO DO WITH IT?

Beyond religious difference there is a universal 
yearning for spiritual meaning. Regina Lane 
talks with Stephanie Dowrick, Susan Murphy 
and David Tacey about how we might nurture 
a spiritual commitment and how this can 
positively change the ways we experience 
ourselves and our world. Introduced by  
Marg O'Rourke, Aspire Foundation. [S2103]

FUTURE CITY

As Bendigo changes, so do the hopes and 
expectations of its people. Karen Corr talks 
to architect Karl Fender, city planner Trevor 
Budge, and Regional Development director 
Stan Liacos about what’s in store for this city 
and its region, and what they see as important 
to change and to preserve Bendigo. [P3103]

HELLO, BEAUTIFUL:  
HANNIE RAYSON IN PERFORMANCE 

Hannie Rayson presents stories from her 
acclaimed memoir about growing up in 
Melbourne, discovering the extraordinary  
in the everyday, and the joy of home. This 
intimate performance showcases the humour, 
honesty and compassion for which this  
award-winning playwright is renowned. [P4101]

ALL SESSIONS 60 MINS, 15 MIN BREAK BETWEEN SESSIONS

friday august 12 program

Hannie Rayson 
(photo by David Connelly)

festival pass 3-day $88 / $79 conc.

friday pass $14 / $12 conc.

saturday pass $48 / $42

sunday pass $38 / $32
single tickets  

at capital theatre $12

opening night $20 / $15 conc.

saturday night $40

sunday breakfast $40

workshop 1 $40

workshop 2 $40

workshop 3 $80

NOW OVER

THREE

DAYS
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CAPITAL THEATRE BENDIGO BANK THEATRE @ THE CAPITAL ENGINE ROOM @ OLD FIRE STATION 
LA TROBE UNIVERSITY  
VISUAL ARTS CENTRE ON VIEW ST TRADES HALL 

10:3OAM BOOKS MAKE US BETTER:  
PETER AND RENATA SINGER 

From Shakespeare to Vikram Seth, Sophocles to 
Maeve Binchy, literature presents us with a guide 
for ethical living. Renata and Peter Singer take 
on the formidable task of mapping the history of 
great writing, to show how valuable literature has 
always been as a moral compass for humanity. 
Introduced by Rod Fyffe. [S2201]

THE FUNNY SIDE 

It’s part of our national culture to laugh when the 
chips are down. Toni Jordan and Liam Pieper have 
distinctive writing voices, using the sharp power 
of wit to underscore pathos. They talk to Dianne 
Dempsey about humour in their work, what makes 
them laugh, and the difference between comedy 
and satire. [P3201]

10:3OAM PEACE OF MIND 

Anger and frustration, confusion and 
uncertainty; against the negatives so prevalent 
in contemporary society, how do we figure out 
ways to make life work, and to achieve peace of 
mind? Leah Kaminsky, Regina Lane and Gavin 
Rowland have written very different books  
about finding hope and meaning. They talk  
to Cath McDonald. [P4201]

TRENDING: MITCHELL OAKLEY SMITH 

Mitchell Oakley Smith writes about fashion, art 
and culture with strong opinions, courageous 
panache, and a lust for individual style. His new 
book on designer Toni Maticevski is published to 
coincide with the exhibition at Bendigo Art Gallery. 
He talks to arts producer Suzanne Donisthorpe 
about the fundamentals of style. [P5201]

GIRLS, BOYS, READERS 

Is there a fundamental difference between writing 
for girls and writing for boys? As we learn more 
about gender difference and stereotypes, what 
does this mean for writers? Goldfields Library CEO 
Chris Kelly talks to James Moloney, Jaclyn Moriarty 
and Diana Sweeney about those for whom they 
write, and how that influences their storytelling. 
Plus One session: 16-and-under free. [P6201]

11:45PM EVERYWHERE I LOOK: HELEN GARNER 

From Monkey Grip to The Spare Room Helen 
Garner’s fiction has always surprised and 
delighted readers. With The First Stone and 
essays on topics such as growing old, she 
became renowned for courageous non-fiction 
too. She talks with Arnold Zable, also  
well-known for his fiction and non-fiction,  
about the “sheer bloody labour” of writing.  
Introduced by John McPherson. [S2202]

WHITELEY: BEHIND THE MYTH 

Ashleigh Wilson took time out from his role as 
arts editor on The Australian, to write the first 
authorised biography of the mercurial, addicted 
genius, Brett Whiteley. He speaks with writer 
and art critic Nicolas Rothwell, who was also 
Whiteley's friend, about “life, art and the  
other thing”. [P3202]

11:45PM MAKE IT NEW 

Where do young and emerging writers go to 
get support to develop new ways of writing? 
Editors and writers Sam Cooney, Briohny Doyle 
and Lauren Mitchell talk to Sue Gillett about 
finding and making opportunities. Is there still 
a readership for avant-garde writing? Have the 
rules changed? Are there any rules left  
in a post-print age? [P4202]

AN AFFAIR OF THE HEART: KIM MAHOOD 

For many years, Kim Mahood has used images 
and words to map a part of Australia she is 
passionate about and knows intimately. Love of 
country is as real for her as loving a person, even 
if it must be unrequited. Kim talks to Susan Martin 
about her new book, Position Doubtful, and the 
enigmatic place which is at the heart of her  
search for understanding. [P5202]

A DRAMATIC LIFE: HANNIE RAYSON

There is no Australian playwright more  
admired than Hannie Rayson. From Hotel 
Sorrento to her memoir, Hello Beautiful, her 
writing blends humour and pathos, and bristles 
with contemporary relevance. No wonder she  
is the only playwright ever to be nominated for  
the Miles Franklin Award. She talks to Elly  
Varrenti about curiosity, self-deception  
and a theatrical career. [P6202]

1:OOPM AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE STORYTELLER:  
DI MORRISSEY 

From her first novel, Heart of the Dreaming,  
to her most recent, Rain Music, Di Morrissey 
writes about the Australia she knows and loves. 
She talks with ABC Central Victoria presenter 
Fiona Parker about all the different phases of her 
writing career, her fascination for culture, politics 
and the environment and about her commitment 
to charitable causes. [S2203]

THE UNSENTIMENTAL BLOKE 

Philip Butterss spent years researching the life 
of CJ Dennis, the once-popular poet whose 
larrikin characters were so influential. What 
was Dennis really like, and why did he end up 
sneered at and almost forgotten? The winner 
of the National Biography Award talks with 
Rosemary Sorensen about the brilliant creator 
of The Sentimental Bloke. [P3203]

1:OOPM ACTION-PACKED 

Both exhilarating and requiring enormous 
discipline is how Jerry Grayson describes the 
work of a rescue pilot. Mark Dapin has written 
both fiction and fact about desperate courage, 
particularly in military situations. Steve Kendall 
leads the discussion to find out how they  
keep up the pace without exhausting both  
writer and reader. [P4203]

THE BIRD BRAIN: GISELA KAPLAN 

Do birds celebrate? Do they grieve?  
How much of their behaviour is innate, how 
much learned? Gisela Kaplan’s inquiry into 
the cognitive behaviour of Australian birds 
considers the avian brain; it is also a glorious 
hymn to the natural world. She talks to 
performance theorist, Peta Tait, about  
why birds matter and what we learn  
from studying their behaviour. [P5203]

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER: PETER DOHERTY 

If we are going to have opinions about 
everything, says Nobel Prize winner Peter 
Doherty, we should do a bit of research first.  
He talks about his work in childhood 
vaccination, global hunger and climate change 
with education researcher Bronwyn Hinz, and 
why there's a war being fought over who has  
a say about what should be done. [P6203]

2:15PM A BIG VOICE: ROBYN ARCHER 

A brilliant career as an acclaimed cabaret singer 
was not enough for the inimitable Robyn Archer. 
She has long influenced Australian culture as 
deputy chair of the Australia Council, curator of 
national and international festivals and events,  
as a mentor, advocate and passionate authority. 
She talks with The Capital's David Lloyd, about 
what inspires her, her successes and her regrets,  
and the challenges ahead. [S2204]

INNER LIFE: STEPHANIE DOWRICK 

Stephanie Dowrick writes on universal 
psychological and spiritual issues, nurturing 
resilience and fresh hope for thousands of 
readers. An ordained interfaith minister, she 
also leads retreats and a large interfaith Sydney 
community. She speaks with Jane Sullivan about 
her lifetime of spiritual enquiry, and the peace-
making inspiration that sustains her. [P3204]

2:15PM HAPPY ENDING 

Gabrielle Tozer and Dianne Touchell take their 
engaging characters into tough situations, and 
their plots keep readers on their toes, guessing 
how it might all turn out. Sarah Mayor Cox talks  
to them about the need for neat resolutions  
and hopeful endings, and whether writers  
know the finish of a story before they start.  
Plus One session: 16-and-under free. [P4204]

THE CONSTANT RENOVATORS:  
DOMINIC AND MARIE ROMEO 

For a country with a recent built landscape, 
Australia is passionate when it comes to restoring 
old buildings. Masters of the fine art of heritage 
restoration, Macedon Ranges couple Dominic and 
Marie Romeo, talk with heritage architect Megan 
McDougall about what it takes to bring glorious 
houses back to their original condition, and why 
they believe it’s important. [P5204]

WHAT MUSIC SAYS 

Whether romantic, provocative, political or just 
for laughs, how much do the words influence the 
success of a song? Jo Roberts lines up a talented 
and feisty group of musician writers - Doug 
Falconer, Peggy Frew and Mick Thomas - to talk 
about the lyrics they admire, those they’ve written 
and those they’d like to write. [P6204]

3:30PM LIFE’S WORK IN PROGRESS: CHERYL STRAYED 

Two decades ago, she had nothing left to lose, 
so Cheryl Strayed decided to lose herself in a 
make-or-break adventure. She talks with Claire 
Flanagan-Smith about the marathon wilderness 
hike that was also a walk towards becoming a 
writer. From “bearing the unbearable” to advice  
on love and life, Strayed tests the boundaries  
with trademark wit. Introduced by Chris  
Harrigan from Smith Journal. [S2205]

MEDDLING FOR CHANGE: FRANK BRENNAN 

Frank Brennan is a Jesuit priest, lawyer and writer 
who uses all his experience and skill to show how 
good laws can make a difference. With innovative 
justice lawyer Anna Howard, Fr Brennan talks 
about finding the balance between personal 
beliefs and public life, and about his book on 
Indigenous Australia, No Small Change. [P3205]

3:30PM CREATIVE REBELLION 

Abe Nouk is a self-taught slam poet whose  
writing aims to inspire young people. Samuel 
Wagan Watson is an award-winning lyrical poet 
who combines strong politics with delicate 
emotion. They talk to Sue King-Smith about  
how poetry can be part of a creative rebellion 
against social limitations. [P4205]

LIFE AND CHOCOLATE: RITA ERLICH 

Few food writers boast the experience of Rita 
Erlich, who began some 40 years ago. As editor 
of the prestigious The Age Good Food Guide she 
was central in the development of Melbourne’s 
reputation for gastronomy. Rita talks to Michele 
Martin about food history and culture – and about 
why chocolate cake ought to be considered  
a food group. [P5205]

INLAND: AN INVITATION TO EXPLORE 

There's the coast where the cities are, and 
there's the vast inland, where post-settlement 
explorers got lost, where fabulous stories of 
bushrangers and cattle stations took shape, 
and where we now go to learn about a different 
way of life. Clare Wright hosts historian Katie 
Holmes and author Kim Mahood to discuss how 
Australia's inland, both as a place and an idea, 
has inspired writers. [P6205] 

4:45PM NATIONALISM: THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY 

Is a nation a collective vision with an important 
social function? Or is it a big, baggy and mostly 
useless concept that gets let out for a parade 
down the main street on special occasions?  
Peter Doherty, Benjamin Law and Anne Summers 
talk to Louise Adler about the uses and abuses  
of Australian nationalism. [S2206]

OLDER AND BOLDER: RENATA SINGER 

The designation “grandmother” used to mean 
automatic relegation to a less active, supporting 
role in society. Renata Singer says turning 60 is 
now a very different milestone. She talks to Rachel 
Winterton about the health and welfare benefits  
of heading into the last third of life with courage 
and enthusiasm. [P3206] 

4:45PM STARTING OVER 

A musician, a helicopter pilot, a journalist, all 
living now in Central Victoria, and all now writing 
books. What made Sally Abbott, Doug Falconer 
and Jerry Grayson decide to write, and how did 
they proceed once started? Scott Alterator talks 
about the how and why of making a late start  
to the writing life. [P4206]

INFLUENCE AND THE MEDIA: TASNEEM CHOPRA 

Commentator, educator and writer, Tasneem 
Chopra campaigns for diversity of representation 
and respect for difference. She talks to Bendigo 
Advertiser editor Nicole Ferrie about who is heard  
in the community, how they are reported in the 
media, and why it matters. [P5206]

INSPIRED: WHAT WRITERS READ 

Where do writers go for inspiration for both life 
and writing? Cecile Shanahan asks novelist and 
essayist Mireille Juchau, musician, memoirist and 
essayist Anna Goldsworthy and prolific, influential 
writer for younger readers James Moloney about 
the books that matter to them and how their own 
writing has been influenced by reading others. 
[P6206]

6:00PM THE FIFTH ESTATE: POWERS THAT BE

‘Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely’. Did Lord Acton go too far 
when he added, ‘great men are almost always 
bad men’? Sally Warhaft asks Dennis Glover, 
Kerry O’Brien and Margaret Simons: What kind 
of people seek power? Do politicians overstate 
their capacity to influence economic events? Is 
the nature of power changing? And why is power 
so difficult to relinquish? Presented in partnership 
with The Wheeler Centre. [S2207]

FROM BARCELONA WITH BITE: VICTOR DEL ARBOL

Victor del Arbol's fast-paced crime novels 
are steeped in politics and social issues, with 
strong plots and intriguing characters, set in 
Spain’s most beautiful cities. He talks about his 
circuitous path to international success with 
Spanish literature expert Lilit Thwaites. Victor 
Del Arbol's appearance is assisted by Accion 
Cultural Espanola. [P3207]

6:00PM STONE BY STONE: STORY-BUILDING 

Four very different novels, the latest a suburban 
comedy of manners, have made Toni Jordan 
very popular and a little hard to figure. Kate 
Mildenhall's first novel is based on a true story 
about two young women in 1880s Australia.  
They talk with Rob Stephenson about the good 
bits - and the knotty moments - in the journey 
from idea to book. [P4207]

WHY LOOK BACK? NICK BRODIE 

An obsession with the past led Nick Brodie to 
write Kin, a “real people’s history of Australia”. 
His new book heads further back, looking at 
coastal contacts between Indigenous peoples 
and outsiders. Historian Charles Fahey talks to 
Nick about researching the past, how history is 
changing, and why it’s important. Supported by 
La Trobe University Bendigo Alumni Association. 
[P5207]

ALL SESSIONS 60 MINS, 15 MIN BREAK BETWEEN SESSIONS ALL SESSIONS 60 MINS, 15 MIN BREAK BETWEEN SESSIONS
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CAPITAL THEATRE BENDIGO BANK THEATRE @ THE CAPITAL ENGINE ROOM @ OLD FIRE STATION 
LA TROBE UNIVERSITY  
VISUAL ARTS CENTRE ON VIEW ST TRADES HALL 

10:3OAM BOOKS MAKE US BETTER:  
PETER AND RENATA SINGER 

From Shakespeare to Vikram Seth, Sophocles to 
Maeve Binchy, literature presents us with a guide 
for ethical living. Renata and Peter Singer take 
on the formidable task of mapping the history of 
great writing, to show how valuable literature has 
always been as a moral compass for humanity. 
Introduced by Rod Fyffe. [S2201]

THE FUNNY SIDE 

It’s part of our national culture to laugh when the 
chips are down. Toni Jordan and Liam Pieper have 
distinctive writing voices, using the sharp power 
of wit to underscore pathos. They talk to Dianne 
Dempsey about humour in their work, what makes 
them laugh, and the difference between comedy 
and satire. [P3201]

10:3OAM PEACE OF MIND 

Anger and frustration, confusion and 
uncertainty; against the negatives so prevalent 
in contemporary society, how do we figure out 
ways to make life work, and to achieve peace of 
mind? Leah Kaminsky, Regina Lane and Gavin 
Rowland have written very different books  
about finding hope and meaning. They talk  
to Cath McDonald. [P4201]

TRENDING: MITCHELL OAKLEY SMITH 

Mitchell Oakley Smith writes about fashion, art 
and culture with strong opinions, courageous 
panache, and a lust for individual style. His new 
book on designer Toni Maticevski is published to 
coincide with the exhibition at Bendigo Art Gallery. 
He talks to arts producer Suzanne Donisthorpe 
about the fundamentals of style. [P5201]

GIRLS, BOYS, READERS 

Is there a fundamental difference between writing 
for girls and writing for boys? As we learn more 
about gender difference and stereotypes, what 
does this mean for writers? Goldfields Library CEO 
Chris Kelly talks to James Moloney, Jaclyn Moriarty 
and Diana Sweeney about those for whom they 
write, and how that influences their storytelling. 
Plus One session: 16-and-under free. [P6201]

11:45PM EVERYWHERE I LOOK: HELEN GARNER 

From Monkey Grip to The Spare Room Helen 
Garner’s fiction has always surprised and 
delighted readers. With The First Stone and 
essays on topics such as growing old, she 
became renowned for courageous non-fiction 
too. She talks with Arnold Zable, also  
well-known for his fiction and non-fiction,  
about the “sheer bloody labour” of writing.  
Introduced by John McPherson. [S2202]

WHITELEY: BEHIND THE MYTH 

Ashleigh Wilson took time out from his role as 
arts editor on The Australian, to write the first 
authorised biography of the mercurial, addicted 
genius, Brett Whiteley. He speaks with writer 
and art critic Nicolas Rothwell, who was also 
Whiteley's friend, about “life, art and the  
other thing”. [P3202]

11:45PM MAKE IT NEW 

Where do young and emerging writers go to 
get support to develop new ways of writing? 
Editors and writers Sam Cooney, Briohny Doyle 
and Lauren Mitchell talk to Sue Gillett about 
finding and making opportunities. Is there still 
a readership for avant-garde writing? Have the 
rules changed? Are there any rules left  
in a post-print age? [P4202]

AN AFFAIR OF THE HEART: KIM MAHOOD 

For many years, Kim Mahood has used images 
and words to map a part of Australia she is 
passionate about and knows intimately. Love of 
country is as real for her as loving a person, even 
if it must be unrequited. Kim talks to Susan Martin 
about her new book, Position Doubtful, and the 
enigmatic place which is at the heart of her  
search for understanding. [P5202]

A DRAMATIC LIFE: HANNIE RAYSON

There is no Australian playwright more  
admired than Hannie Rayson. From Hotel 
Sorrento to her memoir, Hello Beautiful, her 
writing blends humour and pathos, and bristles 
with contemporary relevance. No wonder she  
is the only playwright ever to be nominated for  
the Miles Franklin Award. She talks to Elly  
Varrenti about curiosity, self-deception  
and a theatrical career. [P6202]

1:OOPM AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE STORYTELLER:  
DI MORRISSEY 

From her first novel, Heart of the Dreaming,  
to her most recent, Rain Music, Di Morrissey 
writes about the Australia she knows and loves. 
She talks with ABC Central Victoria presenter 
Fiona Parker about all the different phases of her 
writing career, her fascination for culture, politics 
and the environment and about her commitment 
to charitable causes. [S2203]

THE UNSENTIMENTAL BLOKE 

Philip Butterss spent years researching the life 
of CJ Dennis, the once-popular poet whose 
larrikin characters were so influential. What 
was Dennis really like, and why did he end up 
sneered at and almost forgotten? The winner 
of the National Biography Award talks with 
Rosemary Sorensen about the brilliant creator 
of The Sentimental Bloke. [P3203]

1:OOPM ACTION-PACKED 

Both exhilarating and requiring enormous 
discipline is how Jerry Grayson describes the 
work of a rescue pilot. Mark Dapin has written 
both fiction and fact about desperate courage, 
particularly in military situations. Steve Kendall 
leads the discussion to find out how they  
keep up the pace without exhausting both  
writer and reader. [P4203]

THE BIRD BRAIN: GISELA KAPLAN 

Do birds celebrate? Do they grieve?  
How much of their behaviour is innate, how 
much learned? Gisela Kaplan’s inquiry into 
the cognitive behaviour of Australian birds 
considers the avian brain; it is also a glorious 
hymn to the natural world. She talks to 
performance theorist, Peta Tait, about  
why birds matter and what we learn  
from studying their behaviour. [P5203]

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER: PETER DOHERTY 

If we are going to have opinions about 
everything, says Nobel Prize winner Peter 
Doherty, we should do a bit of research first.  
He talks about his work in childhood 
vaccination, global hunger and climate change 
with education researcher Bronwyn Hinz, and 
why there's a war being fought over who has  
a say about what should be done. [P6203]

2:15PM A BIG VOICE: ROBYN ARCHER 

A brilliant career as an acclaimed cabaret singer 
was not enough for the inimitable Robyn Archer. 
She has long influenced Australian culture as 
deputy chair of the Australia Council, curator of 
national and international festivals and events,  
as a mentor, advocate and passionate authority. 
She talks with The Capital's David Lloyd, about 
what inspires her, her successes and her regrets,  
and the challenges ahead. [S2204]

INNER LIFE: STEPHANIE DOWRICK 

Stephanie Dowrick writes on universal 
psychological and spiritual issues, nurturing 
resilience and fresh hope for thousands of 
readers. An ordained interfaith minister, she 
also leads retreats and a large interfaith Sydney 
community. She speaks with Jane Sullivan about 
her lifetime of spiritual enquiry, and the peace-
making inspiration that sustains her. [P3204]

2:15PM HAPPY ENDING 

Gabrielle Tozer and Dianne Touchell take their 
engaging characters into tough situations, and 
their plots keep readers on their toes, guessing 
how it might all turn out. Sarah Mayor Cox talks  
to them about the need for neat resolutions  
and hopeful endings, and whether writers  
know the finish of a story before they start.  
Plus One session: 16-and-under free. [P4204]

THE CONSTANT RENOVATORS:  
DOMINIC AND MARIE ROMEO 

For a country with a recent built landscape, 
Australia is passionate when it comes to restoring 
old buildings. Masters of the fine art of heritage 
restoration, Macedon Ranges couple Dominic and 
Marie Romeo, talk with heritage architect Megan 
McDougall about what it takes to bring glorious 
houses back to their original condition, and why 
they believe it’s important. [P5204]

WHAT MUSIC SAYS 

Whether romantic, provocative, political or just 
for laughs, how much do the words influence the 
success of a song? Jo Roberts lines up a talented 
and feisty group of musician writers - Doug 
Falconer, Peggy Frew and Mick Thomas - to talk 
about the lyrics they admire, those they’ve written 
and those they’d like to write. [P6204]

3:30PM LIFE’S WORK IN PROGRESS: CHERYL STRAYED 

Two decades ago, she had nothing left to lose, 
so Cheryl Strayed decided to lose herself in a 
make-or-break adventure. She talks with Claire 
Flanagan-Smith about the marathon wilderness 
hike that was also a walk towards becoming a 
writer. From “bearing the unbearable” to advice  
on love and life, Strayed tests the boundaries  
with trademark wit. Introduced by Chris  
Harrigan from Smith Journal. [S2205]

MEDDLING FOR CHANGE: FRANK BRENNAN 

Frank Brennan is a Jesuit priest, lawyer and writer 
who uses all his experience and skill to show how 
good laws can make a difference. With innovative 
justice lawyer Anna Howard, Fr Brennan talks 
about finding the balance between personal 
beliefs and public life, and about his book on 
Indigenous Australia, No Small Change. [P3205]

3:30PM CREATIVE REBELLION 

Abe Nouk is a self-taught slam poet whose  
writing aims to inspire young people. Samuel 
Wagan Watson is an award-winning lyrical poet 
who combines strong politics with delicate 
emotion. They talk to Sue King-Smith about  
how poetry can be part of a creative rebellion 
against social limitations. [P4205]

LIFE AND CHOCOLATE: RITA ERLICH 

Few food writers boast the experience of Rita 
Erlich, who began some 40 years ago. As editor 
of the prestigious The Age Good Food Guide she 
was central in the development of Melbourne’s 
reputation for gastronomy. Rita talks to Michele 
Martin about food history and culture – and about 
why chocolate cake ought to be considered  
a food group. [P5205]

INLAND: AN INVITATION TO EXPLORE 

There's the coast where the cities are, and 
there's the vast inland, where post-settlement 
explorers got lost, where fabulous stories of 
bushrangers and cattle stations took shape, 
and where we now go to learn about a different 
way of life. Clare Wright hosts historian Katie 
Holmes and author Kim Mahood to discuss how 
Australia's inland, both as a place and an idea, 
has inspired writers. [P6205] 

4:45PM NATIONALISM: THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY 

Is a nation a collective vision with an important 
social function? Or is it a big, baggy and mostly 
useless concept that gets let out for a parade 
down the main street on special occasions?  
Peter Doherty, Benjamin Law and Anne Summers 
talk to Louise Adler about the uses and abuses  
of Australian nationalism. [S2206]

OLDER AND BOLDER: RENATA SINGER 

The designation “grandmother” used to mean 
automatic relegation to a less active, supporting 
role in society. Renata Singer says turning 60 is 
now a very different milestone. She talks to Rachel 
Winterton about the health and welfare benefits  
of heading into the last third of life with courage 
and enthusiasm. [P3206] 

4:45PM STARTING OVER 

A musician, a helicopter pilot, a journalist, all 
living now in Central Victoria, and all now writing 
books. What made Sally Abbott, Doug Falconer 
and Jerry Grayson decide to write, and how did 
they proceed once started? Scott Alterator talks 
about the how and why of making a late start  
to the writing life. [P4206]

INFLUENCE AND THE MEDIA: TASNEEM CHOPRA 

Commentator, educator and writer, Tasneem 
Chopra campaigns for diversity of representation 
and respect for difference. She talks to Bendigo 
Advertiser editor Nicole Ferrie about who is heard  
in the community, how they are reported in the 
media, and why it matters. [P5206]

INSPIRED: WHAT WRITERS READ 

Where do writers go for inspiration for both life 
and writing? Cecile Shanahan asks novelist and 
essayist Mireille Juchau, musician, memoirist and 
essayist Anna Goldsworthy and prolific, influential 
writer for younger readers James Moloney about 
the books that matter to them and how their own 
writing has been influenced by reading others. 
[P6206]

6:00PM THE FIFTH ESTATE: POWERS THAT BE

‘Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely’. Did Lord Acton go too far 
when he added, ‘great men are almost always 
bad men’? Sally Warhaft asks Dennis Glover, 
Kerry O’Brien and Margaret Simons: What kind 
of people seek power? Do politicians overstate 
their capacity to influence economic events? Is 
the nature of power changing? And why is power 
so difficult to relinquish? Presented in partnership 
with The Wheeler Centre. [S2207]

FROM BARCELONA WITH BITE: VICTOR DEL ARBOL

Victor del Arbol's fast-paced crime novels 
are steeped in politics and social issues, with 
strong plots and intriguing characters, set in 
Spain’s most beautiful cities. He talks about his 
circuitous path to international success with 
Spanish literature expert Lilit Thwaites. Victor 
Del Arbol's appearance is assisted by Accion 
Cultural Espanola. [P3207]

6:00PM STONE BY STONE: STORY-BUILDING 

Four very different novels, the latest a suburban 
comedy of manners, have made Toni Jordan 
very popular and a little hard to figure. Kate 
Mildenhall's first novel is based on a true story 
about two young women in 1880s Australia.  
They talk with Rob Stephenson about the good 
bits - and the knotty moments - in the journey 
from idea to book. [P4207]

WHY LOOK BACK? NICK BRODIE 

An obsession with the past led Nick Brodie to 
write Kin, a “real people’s history of Australia”. 
His new book heads further back, looking at 
coastal contacts between Indigenous peoples 
and outsiders. Historian Charles Fahey talks to 
Nick about researching the past, how history is 
changing, and why it’s important. Supported by 
La Trobe University Bendigo Alumni Association. 
[P5207]
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sunday august 14 program

CAPITAL THEATRE BENDIGO BANK THEATRE @ THE CAPITAL ENGINE ROOM @ OLD FIRE STATION 
LA TROBE UNIVERSITY  
VISUAL ARTS CENTRE ON VIEW ST TRADES HALL 

10:0OAM THE BEST HE COULD DO: KERRY O’BRIEN 

Forty years from when he first met Paul Keating, 
Kerry O’Brien has written a book about how  
“one man came to power, and used it”. Peter 
Kennedy talks to this six-time Walkley Award 
winner about a life in journalism, his treasure  
trove of interviews, anecdotes and commentary 
and about the powerful and complex personality 
of one of Australia’s “most loved and hated” 
political leaders. [S2301]

THE WORDBURGHER: DAVID ASTLE 

It’s hard to imagine a wordier person than the 
puzzling David Astle, who makes word-fossicking 
fascinating. Creating crosswords, riddles, and  
all kinds of wordplays on radio, television and  
in print, he’s also a teacher, writer, and a lifelong 
student of what it means to be human. He talks  
to Anthony Radford about how he became  
the superstar word-nerd, his other writing  
and reading, and why a crossword is a  
beautiful thing. [P3301]

10:0OAM LOOKING AND LEARNING 

From our first years through all of life, creativity is 
fuelled by a combination of scientific observation 
and imagination. Rosemary Sorensen talks with 
archaeologist Nick Brodie, bird expert Gisela 
Kaplan and art curator Chris McAuliffe about 
curiosity, what sparks it and how they nurture 
it. Is individual inspiration more important than 
institutional ideas? [P4301]

BEYOND LITERAL BELIEF: DAVID TACEY 

Biblical language is metaphorical and poetic, 
says David Tacey. It should not be read as history. 
He talks to Ian Robinson about how to use 
contemporary thought and depth psychology 
to move beyond literal thinking and find spiritual 
sustenance. A conversation about myth, meaning 
and the rich resource of ancient texts. [P5301]

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

There's individual freedom and then there's 
what's right for society. Frank Brennan,Tasneem 
Chopra and Samuel Wagan Watson talk to Ken 
Marchingo about how writers engage with social 
justice issues and what they believe are the 
priorities for debate. And how do we balance 
individual rights against the damage done by 
hate speech and ignorance? [P6301]

11:15AM STILL SASSY: ANNE SUMMERS

The extraordinary career of Anne Summers 
includes running the Office of the Status of 
Women, editing landmark feminist magazines  
Ms. and Sassy, setting up Australia’s first 
women’s refuge, as well as writing journalism 
and eight books. Her seminal work, Damned 
Whores and God’s Police, turned 40 this year. 
To celebrate this remarkable achievement,  
Jane Long talks to Anne Summers about 
feminism, social equality and quality in  
cultural debate. [S2302]

A LUST FOR LIFE: ARNOLD ZABLE

Through his novels, stories and memoir writing, 
across a quarter of a century, Arnold Zable has 
created a body of work marked by an intensely 
caring sensibility and a passion for storytelling. 
Since Jewels and Ashes, he has described 
the experience of people who are displaced 
and estranged. With fellow novelist John 
Charalambous, Arnold talks about exploring  
the backstreets of working-class Melbourne  
in his new book, The Fighter. [P3302]

11:15AM A CHILD’S-EYE VIEW

The best books for younger readers connect 
with readers of all ages: and Glenda Millard and 
Judith Rossell are two of the best. They talk with 
Sarah Mayor Cox about how their own complex 
combination of ideas, interests and experience 
are behind books such as Glenda’s The Stars at 
Oktober Bend and Judith’s Withering-by-Sea. 
Plus One session: 16-and-under free. [P4302]

MINDING THE EARTH: SUSAN MURPHY

Zen teacher, writer and film director Susan 
Murphy believes that, while concern for the 
planet is frightening, we now have an opportunity 
to understand and work together. She talks to 
Simon Patton about finding the strong language 
of poetry to enable us to talk about the Earth’s 
story, where we are now, and a way forward  
to reverse the harm. [P5302]

THE CHARACTER OF PLACE 

It's a rare writer who reckons it doesn't matter 
where a story is set, whether it's a stressed future 
landscape, a verdant rain-soaked forest, or a 
place of the imagination. Sally Abbott, Jaclyn 
Moriarty and Di Morrissey talk to Jane Sullivan 
about how the settings for their books influence 
their stories and characters. [P6302]

12:3OPM THE ART OF PERSUASION: SARAH FERGUSON 

Charismatic, intensely private and a lover of 
poetry, ABC journalist Sarah Ferguson has written 
an extraordinary book revealing what it took to 
create the documentary about the unseating of 
Kevin Rudd by Julia Gillard. She talks with one  
of Australia's most astute politician-watchers, 
Max Gillies, about that political drama and what  
it takes to “keep your head when all about you  
are losing theirs”. [S2303]

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT: ANNA GOLDSWORTHY 

There are few writers with the musical skills  
of Anna Goldsworthy; there are few musicians 
with her writing skills. Musical ambassador with 
Seraphim, music festival director, acclaimed for 
her memoirs Piano Lessons and Welcome to Your 
New Life, essayist, reviewer, librettist, playwright: 
Dan Bendrups meets one of our most versatile 
and accomplished writers. [P3303]

12:3OPM TOOLS OF THE TRADE 

It pays to be flexible when you live by your 
writing. Sam Cooney hosts Mark Dapin, 
Gabrielle Tozer and Dianne Dempsey, who all 
combine journalism with novel writing. How do 
the skills translate from one form to another? 
Do journalists write good novels? Do novelists 
need reporting skills? [P4303]

URGENT CAUSES: MIREILLE JUCHAU 

Mireille Juchau’s award-winning third novel is 
admired for its poetic detail, the strength of the 
writing and the intricacy of the plot. It also asks 
us to think about landscape and change, and 
our connection with nature. Scott Alterator talks 
to Mireille about finding the courage to write 
a book as urgent and influential as The World 
Without Us. [P5303] 

NOT SO FINE ART 

Is there still debate about what can be shown 
in art museums, or is it now more about how 
it's shown? Bendigo Art Gallery's Tansy Curtin 
asks Chris McAuliffe, Mitchell Oakley Smith, 
and Ashleigh Wilson about what makes a good 
exhibition and how they'd like to see galleries 
respond to changes in art and audiences. [P6303]

1:45PM BEYOND BELIEF: HUGH MACKAY

Hugh Mackay is always right at the front of 
the next wave of urgent public discussion, 
examining social trends, asking questions, 
posing challenges. In his new book, he tackles 
the big unexamined topic of our time: what 
comes after the traditional idea of God.  
He talks to Julie Rudner about our desire  
for a life of meaning. [S2304]

THE OUTSIDER: NICOLAS ROTHWELL 

There is no other writer like Nicolas Rothwell. 
Writing for newspapers, journals and in books, 
particularly in the area of indigenous art, he is 
both 19th-century explorer and 21st-century 
post-modernist. Visual artist Dee Gill and 
historian Gerry Gill talk to Nicolas about  
his relationship with northern Australia  
and the curiosity that fuels his research  
and writing. [P3304]

1:45PM WHERE IT STARTS 

How does a writer hit upon the idea for a book? 
Happenstance and the work of a moment? Or a 
long process of fossicking for the nugget in stony 
ground? Briohny Doyle, Peggy Frew, and Kate 
Mildenhall talk to Penelope Curtin about where 
they found the inspiration for their books. [P4304]

DIGGING DEEP: MARGARET SIMONS 

Alongside her award-winning writing about 
current affairs, Margaret Simons shares her 
passion for gardening, in newspapers and books, 
including her latest, Six Square Metres. She talks 
to Robert Kretschmer about how her small city 
garden is both a refuge and a canvas on which 
she paints the rich story of her life. [P5304]

ON SHAKESPEARE: JOHN BELL 

John Bell handed over the direction of his 
Bell Shakespeare Company in the year we 
commemorate 400 years since the death of the 
world's most influential writer. It's a fitting time to 
celebrate Bell’s contribution to Australian culture. 
He talks with Shakespeare expert, Rob Conkie, 
about life in the theatre and what Shakespeare 
means to him. [P6304]

3:00PM ESSENTIAL INGREDIENTS: STEPHANIE ALEXANDER 

Cook, writer, educator and advocate for a more 
joyful lifestyle, Stephanie Alexander is author of 
the classic The Cook’s Companion which set the 
benchmark for food writing that combines prose 
excellence with culinary brilliance. She joins 
Margot Spalding, to talk about her career, and  
her conviction that confirming our humanity  
with good food and good conversation  
makes life worthwhile. [S2305]

FAIR ECONOMICS 

Dennis Glover, a fellow of left-leaning Per Capita, 
says we need to recreate an economy that 
allows every Australian to create and share in 
wealth. Chris Berg, from right-leaning Institute 
of Public Affairs, says a libertarian society is the 
way to bolster the economy as well as individual 
freedom. Nigel McGuckian has the task of 
steering a lively discussion about the direction  
of Australia's economy and society. [P3305]

3:00PM THE UNSEEN ANZAC  

Jeff Maynard’s surprising and heartening book  
tells about how a determined writer hunted down  
the records of explorer and war photographer  
Hubert Wilkins, and pieced together his story. 
He talks about the man who was Australia’s 
official Anzac photographer and why he believes  
it took so long for public recognition of those 
achievements. [P4305]

WE’RE ALL GOING TO DIE: LEAH KAMINSKY 

Following her novel, The Waiting Room, Leah 
Kaminsky's new book is about overcoming the 
fear of death. Using her experience as a doctor, 
she builds a case for finding in other people's 
courageous response to mortality a better  
way to embrace life. She talks with Sue Gillett 
about combining a medical career with the 
writing life. [P5305]

DREAMWEAVER: ISOBELLE CARMODY 

With The Red Queen completing her 
Obernewtyn Chronicles, Isobelle Carmody 
cements her reputation as a fantasy writer of 
remarkable skill. She talks to Sean Williams 
about her philosophy of striving consciously  
not to be safe, and what she has learned  
about fantasy, writing and life across a  
career already spanning 40 years.  
Plus One session: 16-and-under free. [P6305]

4:30PM I’VE GOT RHYTHM: CLOSING CONCERT 

International singer Noemi Nadelmann presents 
a concert of all-time music theatre favourites 
such as Gershwin's Summertime, Porter's 
Anything Goes, Bernstein's Somewhere, and 
Rodgers and Hammerstein's Sound of Music. 
With Opera Australia's Robert Greene on piano, 
Ms Nadelmann's lively personality and charming 
voice will light up the Capital Theatre for  
a brilliant finale to festival 2016. [S2306]

ALL SESSIONS 60 MINS, 15 MIN BREAK BETWEEN SESSIONS

Kerry O’Brien

Anne Summers

Anna Goldsworthy

Hugh Mackay

Stephanie Alexander 
(photo by Simon Griffiths)
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sunday august 14 program

CAPITAL THEATRE BENDIGO BANK THEATRE @ THE CAPITAL ENGINE ROOM @ OLD FIRE STATION 
LA TROBE UNIVERSITY  
VISUAL ARTS CENTRE ON VIEW ST TRADES HALL 

10:0OAM THE BEST HE COULD DO: KERRY O’BRIEN 

Forty years from when he first met Paul Keating, 
Kerry O’Brien has written a book about how  
“one man came to power, and used it”. Peter 
Kennedy talks to this six-time Walkley Award 
winner about a life in journalism, his treasure  
trove of interviews, anecdotes and commentary 
and about the powerful and complex personality 
of one of Australia’s “most loved and hated” 
political leaders. [S2301]

THE WORDBURGHER: DAVID ASTLE 

It’s hard to imagine a wordier person than the 
puzzling David Astle, who makes word-fossicking 
fascinating. Creating crosswords, riddles, and  
all kinds of wordplays on radio, television and  
in print, he’s also a teacher, writer, and a lifelong 
student of what it means to be human. He talks  
to Anthony Radford about how he became  
the superstar word-nerd, his other writing  
and reading, and why a crossword is a  
beautiful thing. [P3301]

10:0OAM LOOKING AND LEARNING 

From our first years through all of life, creativity is 
fuelled by a combination of scientific observation 
and imagination. Rosemary Sorensen talks with 
archaeologist Nick Brodie, bird expert Gisela 
Kaplan and art curator Chris McAuliffe about 
curiosity, what sparks it and how they nurture 
it. Is individual inspiration more important than 
institutional ideas? [P4301]

BEYOND LITERAL BELIEF: DAVID TACEY 

Biblical language is metaphorical and poetic, 
says David Tacey. It should not be read as history. 
He talks to Ian Robinson about how to use 
contemporary thought and depth psychology 
to move beyond literal thinking and find spiritual 
sustenance. A conversation about myth, meaning 
and the rich resource of ancient texts. [P5301]

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

There's individual freedom and then there's 
what's right for society. Frank Brennan,Tasneem 
Chopra and Samuel Wagan Watson talk to Ken 
Marchingo about how writers engage with social 
justice issues and what they believe are the 
priorities for debate. And how do we balance 
individual rights against the damage done by 
hate speech and ignorance? [P6301]

11:15AM STILL SASSY: ANNE SUMMERS

The extraordinary career of Anne Summers 
includes running the Office of the Status of 
Women, editing landmark feminist magazines  
Ms. and Sassy, setting up Australia’s first 
women’s refuge, as well as writing journalism 
and eight books. Her seminal work, Damned 
Whores and God’s Police, turned 40 this year. 
To celebrate this remarkable achievement,  
Jane Long talks to Anne Summers about 
feminism, social equality and quality in  
cultural debate. [S2302]

A LUST FOR LIFE: ARNOLD ZABLE

Through his novels, stories and memoir writing, 
across a quarter of a century, Arnold Zable has 
created a body of work marked by an intensely 
caring sensibility and a passion for storytelling. 
Since Jewels and Ashes, he has described 
the experience of people who are displaced 
and estranged. With fellow novelist John 
Charalambous, Arnold talks about exploring  
the backstreets of working-class Melbourne  
in his new book, The Fighter. [P3302]

11:15AM A CHILD’S-EYE VIEW

The best books for younger readers connect 
with readers of all ages: and Glenda Millard and 
Judith Rossell are two of the best. They talk with 
Sarah Mayor Cox about how their own complex 
combination of ideas, interests and experience 
are behind books such as Glenda’s The Stars at 
Oktober Bend and Judith’s Withering-by-Sea. 
Plus One session: 16-and-under free. [P4302]

MINDING THE EARTH: SUSAN MURPHY

Zen teacher, writer and film director Susan 
Murphy believes that, while concern for the 
planet is frightening, we now have an opportunity 
to understand and work together. She talks to 
Simon Patton about finding the strong language 
of poetry to enable us to talk about the Earth’s 
story, where we are now, and a way forward  
to reverse the harm. [P5302]

THE CHARACTER OF PLACE 

It's a rare writer who reckons it doesn't matter 
where a story is set, whether it's a stressed future 
landscape, a verdant rain-soaked forest, or a 
place of the imagination. Sally Abbott, Jaclyn 
Moriarty and Di Morrissey talk to Jane Sullivan 
about how the settings for their books influence 
their stories and characters. [P6302]

12:3OPM THE ART OF PERSUASION: SARAH FERGUSON 

Charismatic, intensely private and a lover of 
poetry, ABC journalist Sarah Ferguson has written 
an extraordinary book revealing what it took to 
create the documentary about the unseating of 
Kevin Rudd by Julia Gillard. She talks with one  
of Australia's most astute politician-watchers, 
Max Gillies, about that political drama and what  
it takes to “keep your head when all about you  
are losing theirs”. [S2303]

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT: ANNA GOLDSWORTHY 

There are few writers with the musical skills  
of Anna Goldsworthy; there are few musicians 
with her writing skills. Musical ambassador with 
Seraphim, music festival director, acclaimed for 
her memoirs Piano Lessons and Welcome to Your 
New Life, essayist, reviewer, librettist, playwright: 
Dan Bendrups meets one of our most versatile 
and accomplished writers. [P3303]

12:3OPM TOOLS OF THE TRADE 

It pays to be flexible when you live by your 
writing. Sam Cooney hosts Mark Dapin, 
Gabrielle Tozer and Dianne Dempsey, who all 
combine journalism with novel writing. How do 
the skills translate from one form to another? 
Do journalists write good novels? Do novelists 
need reporting skills? [P4303]

URGENT CAUSES: MIREILLE JUCHAU 

Mireille Juchau’s award-winning third novel is 
admired for its poetic detail, the strength of the 
writing and the intricacy of the plot. It also asks 
us to think about landscape and change, and 
our connection with nature. Scott Alterator talks 
to Mireille about finding the courage to write 
a book as urgent and influential as The World 
Without Us. [P5303] 

NOT SO FINE ART 

Is there still debate about what can be shown 
in art museums, or is it now more about how 
it's shown? Bendigo Art Gallery's Tansy Curtin 
asks Chris McAuliffe, Mitchell Oakley Smith, 
and Ashleigh Wilson about what makes a good 
exhibition and how they'd like to see galleries 
respond to changes in art and audiences. [P6303]

1:45PM BEYOND BELIEF: HUGH MACKAY

Hugh Mackay is always right at the front of 
the next wave of urgent public discussion, 
examining social trends, asking questions, 
posing challenges. In his new book, he tackles 
the big unexamined topic of our time: what 
comes after the traditional idea of God.  
He talks to Julie Rudner about our desire  
for a life of meaning. [S2304]

THE OUTSIDER: NICOLAS ROTHWELL 

There is no other writer like Nicolas Rothwell. 
Writing for newspapers, journals and in books, 
particularly in the area of indigenous art, he is 
both 19th-century explorer and 21st-century 
post-modernist. Visual artist Dee Gill and 
historian Gerry Gill talk to Nicolas about  
his relationship with northern Australia  
and the curiosity that fuels his research  
and writing. [P3304]

1:45PM WHERE IT STARTS 

How does a writer hit upon the idea for a book? 
Happenstance and the work of a moment? Or a 
long process of fossicking for the nugget in stony 
ground? Briohny Doyle, Peggy Frew, and Kate 
Mildenhall talk to Penelope Curtin about where 
they found the inspiration for their books. [P4304]

DIGGING DEEP: MARGARET SIMONS 

Alongside her award-winning writing about 
current affairs, Margaret Simons shares her 
passion for gardening, in newspapers and books, 
including her latest, Six Square Metres. She talks 
to Robert Kretschmer about how her small city 
garden is both a refuge and a canvas on which 
she paints the rich story of her life. [P5304]

ON SHAKESPEARE: JOHN BELL 

John Bell handed over the direction of his 
Bell Shakespeare Company in the year we 
commemorate 400 years since the death of the 
world's most influential writer. It's a fitting time to 
celebrate Bell’s contribution to Australian culture. 
He talks with Shakespeare expert, Rob Conkie, 
about life in the theatre and what Shakespeare 
means to him. [P6304]

3:00PM ESSENTIAL INGREDIENTS: STEPHANIE ALEXANDER 

Cook, writer, educator and advocate for a more 
joyful lifestyle, Stephanie Alexander is author of 
the classic The Cook’s Companion which set the 
benchmark for food writing that combines prose 
excellence with culinary brilliance. She joins 
Margot Spalding, to talk about her career, and  
her conviction that confirming our humanity  
with good food and good conversation  
makes life worthwhile. [S2305]

FAIR ECONOMICS 

Dennis Glover, a fellow of left-leaning Per Capita, 
says we need to recreate an economy that 
allows every Australian to create and share in 
wealth. Chris Berg, from right-leaning Institute 
of Public Affairs, says a libertarian society is the 
way to bolster the economy as well as individual 
freedom. Nigel McGuckian has the task of 
steering a lively discussion about the direction  
of Australia's economy and society. [P3305]

3:00PM THE UNSEEN ANZAC  

Jeff Maynard’s surprising and heartening book  
tells about how a determined writer hunted down  
the records of explorer and war photographer  
Hubert Wilkins, and pieced together his story. 
He talks about the man who was Australia’s 
official Anzac photographer and why he believes  
it took so long for public recognition of those 
achievements. [P4305]

WE’RE ALL GOING TO DIE: LEAH KAMINSKY 

Following her novel, The Waiting Room, Leah 
Kaminsky's new book is about overcoming the 
fear of death. Using her experience as a doctor, 
she builds a case for finding in other people's 
courageous response to mortality a better  
way to embrace life. She talks with Sue Gillett 
about combining a medical career with the 
writing life. [P5305]

DREAMWEAVER: ISOBELLE CARMODY 

With The Red Queen completing her 
Obernewtyn Chronicles, Isobelle Carmody 
cements her reputation as a fantasy writer of 
remarkable skill. She talks to Sean Williams 
about her philosophy of striving consciously  
not to be safe, and what she has learned  
about fantasy, writing and life across a  
career already spanning 40 years.  
Plus One session: 16-and-under free. [P6305]

4:30PM I’VE GOT RHYTHM: CLOSING CONCERT 

International singer Noemi Nadelmann presents 
a concert of all-time music theatre favourites 
such as Gershwin's Summertime, Porter's 
Anything Goes, Bernstein's Somewhere, and 
Rodgers and Hammerstein's Sound of Music. 
With Opera Australia's Robert Greene on piano, 
Ms Nadelmann's lively personality and charming 
voice will light up the Capital Theatre for  
a brilliant finale to festival 2016. [S2306]

ALL SESSIONS 60 MINS, 15 MIN BREAK BETWEEN SESSIONS

book now!
BENDIGOWRITERSFESTIVAL.COM.AU #BWF2016
See page 7 for ticket prices, visit 

or call the Box Office: (03) 5434 6100

THAT’LL

BE GOOD!
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SALLY ABBOTT won the inaugural Richell Prize, to 
develop her novel, Closing Down, for publication 
with Hachette. She lives in Castlemaine.  
[Sat 4.45pm ER; Sun 11.15am TH]
LOUISE ADLER is director and CEO of Melbourne 
University Publishing and president of the 
Australian Publishers Association.  
[Sat 4.45pm CT]
STEPHANIE ALEXANDER, AO, is regarded as one of 
Australia’s great food educators. Her reputation 
has been earned through her thirty years as an 
owner-chef in several restaurants, as the author of 
14 influential books and hundreds of articles about 
food matters, and for her groundbreaking work in 
creating the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden 
Foundation. [Sun 3pm CT]
SCOTT ALTERATOR is a lecturer in education at  
La Trobe University, Bendigo. He coordinates  
the Vox Bendigo Fyffe Award. [Fri 5.30pm Hub;  
Sat 4.45pm ER; Sun 12.30pm VAC]
SONIA AND NICK ANTHONY are the creative team 
behind Masons of Bendigo, which was awarded a 
Chef’s Hat in the 2016 The Age Good Food Guide. 
[Sun 8.30am UT]
ROBYN ARCHER, AO, is a singer, performer, writer, 
artistic director and public advocate of the Arts. 
She combines artistic direction with concert 
performance, strategic advice, mentoring younger 
artists and artistic directors, speaking and writing 
about the arts. [Sat 2.15pm CT]
DAVID ASTLE is a full-time word nerd, the dictionary 
man on SBS’s Letters and Numbers, or DA – the 
devious setter of newspaper crosswords. His 
books include Wordburger, Riddledom, Cluetopia 
and Puzzled. [Fri 7.30pm UT; Sun 10am BBT]
JOHN BELL is an award-winning actor, acclaimed 
director, risk-taking impresario and educationalist. 
He set up Bell Shakespeare in 1990, and continues 
to be both a board director and on the company’s 
arts advisory committee. [Sun 1.45pm TH]
DAN BENDRUPS is a trombonist, producer, and 
lecturer in the Graduate Research School, La 
Trobe University, Bendigo. He researches music 
in cultural heritage sustainability for migrant and 
indigenous communities in the Pacific region.  
[Sun 12.30pm BBT]
CHRIS BERG is a weekly columnist with ABC’s The 
Drum, a regular contributor for The Sunday Age 
and a senior fellow at the free market think tank, 
the Institute of Public Affairs. His new book is  
The Libertarian Alternative. [Sun 3pm BBT]
KATHIE BOLITHO is the Director of Tough Cookie 
Marketing. Kath has worked for 20 years in hospitality 
and service business operations, marketing and 
training. [Sun 8.30am Ulumbarra Foyer]
FRANK BRENNAN is a Jesuit priest, human rights 
lawyer and academic, author of over 20 books 
including, No Small Change: The Road to 
Recognition for Indigenous Australia. Paul Keating 
called him the “meddling priest” for his 1998 
involvement in the Wik debate and he continues 
to write commentary in Eureka Street under that 
rubric. [Sat 3.30 BBT; Sun 10am TH]
NICK BRODIE is a writer and researcher in archaeology 
and history. His book, Kin, tells the story of Australia 
through his own family history and his new book 
is about coastal contact in Australia, New Zealand 
and PNG. He was a lecturer at the University of 
Tasmania in History and Aboriginal Studies.  
[Sat 6pm VAC; Sun 10am ER]
TREVOR BUDGE, AM is the City of Greater Bendigo 
Strategy Manager and an Adjunct Associate 
Professor at La Trobe University’s Bendigo campus. 
He has served on planning panels for the state 
government and as President of the Victorian 
Division of the Planning Institute of Australia.  
[Fri 5.30pm BBT]

PHILIP BUTTERSS is the author of An Unsentimental 
Bloke, the biography of CJ Dennis, which won  
the 2015 National Biography Award. He teaches in 
the department of English and creative writing at 
the University of Adelaide. He is currently writing  
a history of literary Adelaide. [Sat 1pm BBT]
ISOBELLE CARMODY is one of Australia’s most  
popular authors of young adult fantasy. In 2015 
she released the last book in her award-winning 
Obernewtyn Chronicles series, The Red Queen.  
Her books include The Legend of Little Fur series, 
The Kingdom of the Lost series, The Legendsong 
series and The Gateway trilogy, novels such as  
The Gathering, as well as short stories, graphic 
novels and picture books. [Sun 3pm TH]
JOHN CHARALAMBOUS is a writer based in Central 
Victoria whose books include Furies, Silent Parts 
(adapted for TV as An Accidental Soldier) and  
Two Greeks. [Sun 11.15am BBT]
TASNEEM CHOPRA is a cross-cultural consultant, 
author and curator who grew up in Bendigo.  
She is senior curator at the Islamic Museum  
of Australia and provides commentary for  
a range of media including ABC’s Q&A.  
[Sat 4.45pm VAC; Sun 10am TH]
SAM COONEY is a writer, editor, university lecturer, 
critic, and the publisher and director at The Lifted 
Brow. He recently undertook a residency with 
McSweeney’s Publishing in San Francisco.  
[Sat 11.45am ER; Sun 12.30pm ER]
ROB CONKIE is a senior lecturer in theatre and 
drama at La Trobe University whose teaching 
incorporates practical and theoretical approaches 
to Shakespeare in performance. [Sun 1.45pm TH]
KERRY CONWAY is the manager of the Bendigo 
Historical Society Clothing Collection.  
[Fri 3pm BBT]
KAREN CORR runs the social enterprise Make a 
Change Australia. She founded the Bendigo 
Sustainability Group and is currently Chair of  
the Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance.  
[Fri 5.30pm BBT]
PENELOPE CURTIN is a freelance editor, formerly  
an arts administrator in the SA Ministry of the  
Arts and a literary festival organiser.  
[Fri 4.15pm BBT; Sun 1.45pm ER]
TANSY CURTIN is a senior curator at Bendigo Art 
Gallery. [Sun 12.30pm TH]
LIZA DALE-HALLETT is Senior Curator, Sustainable 
Futures, at Museum Victoria, responsible for 
collections, including the Victorian Bushfires 
Collection and the curatorial leader for the  
Invisible Farmer project. [Fri 3pm BBT]
MARK DAPIN is an author and journalist. His book The 
Nashos’ War won the national NIB/Waverly Library 
People’s Choice Award. His first novel King of the 
Cross won the Ned Kelly Award for First Fiction. His 
second novel Spirit House was shortlisted for The 
Age Book of the Year Award and longlisted for the 
Miles Franklin. His most recent novel R&R features 
a lead character from Bendigo. [Fri 1pm SS; Sat 
1pm ER; Sun 12.30pm ER]
VICTOR DEL ARBOL was born in Barcelona and was 
an officer of the Catalan police force from 1992 to 
2012. In 2006, he won the Tiflos Best Novel Award 
for The Weight of the Dead, and his next novel,  
The Sadness of the Samurai, was awarded the 2011 
Best European Crime Fiction Prize. His novels have 
been translated into a dozen languages, and in 
2016 he was awarded the prestigious Premio Nadal 
literature award. [Fri 4.15pm BBT, Sat 6pm BBT]
DIANNE DEMPSEY is a Bendigo-based journalist, book 
reviewer and a regular contributor to The Age for 
over 20 years. Her first novel, Girls in Our Town, is 
set in Bendigo. [Sat 10.30am BBT; Sun 12.30pm ER]

PETER DOHERTY was awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Physiology and Medicine in 1996, and became 
Australian of the Year in 1997. He works now at 
both the University of Melbourne and St Jude 
Children’s Hospital in Memphis. His books include 
The Beginner’s Guide to Winning the Nobel Prize, 
Sentinel Chickens and The Knowledge Wars.  
[Sat 1pm TH; Sat 4.45 CT]
SUZANNE DONISTHORPE spent 20 years working on 
arts and literature programs for the ABC. She is the 
author of ‘getting Up’, a novel published under the 
nom de plume SD Thorpe. She presents ArtSwank 
on MainFM local radio each Sunday morning.  
[Sat 10.30am VAC]
STEPHANIE DOWRICK is Australia’s leading author in 
the area of personal and spiritual development.  
Her bestselling books include Intimacy and 
Solitude, Forgiveness and Other Acts of Love,  
The Universal Heart and Choosing Happiness: 
Life & Soul Essentials. Stephanie is ordained as an 
Interfaith Minister. [Fri 5.30pm CT; Sat 2.15pm BBT]
BRIOHNY DOYLE is the author of The Island Will Sink, 
the first novel to be published by literary journal, 
The Lifted Brow, for which she also writes a column 
on popular culture. Her book on adulthood will be 
published by Scribe next year. [Sat 11.45am ER; 
Sun 1.45pm ER]
RITA ERLICH has been a food writer for many years, 
writing about restaurants, cooking, history, and 
nutrition in newspapers, magazines and books. 
Her latest books are The Makers: a story of food, 
family and foreigners; SP: A cook’s story (with Scott 
Pickett) and Melbourne by Menu. She was co-editor 
of The Age Good Food Guide for 15 years. She is 
a regular guest on ABC radio, talking about travel. 
[Sat 3.30pm VAC; Sun 8.30am Ulumbarra Foyer]
CHARLES FAHEY joined La Trobe University in 1990 
after briefly teaching history at the University 
of Tasmania in Launceston. He was a historian 
with the Victorian government, working on the 
conservation of historic sites. [Sat 6pm VAC]
DOUG FALCONER was drummer with the ground-
breaking Hunters and Collectors band. He now lives 
near Bendigo and has written a crime novel set in 
the near future. [Sat 2.15pm TH; Sat 4.45pm ER]
KARL FENDER is a founding director of Fender 
Katsalidis, one of Australia’s leading design firms. 
He has been involved in major projects, including 
Eureka Tower and most recently Australia 108. 
Karl has contributed significantly to Bendigo’s built 
environment with the completion of the Bendigo Art 
Gallery extension. [Fri 5.30pm BBT]
SARAH FERGUSON is a multi-award winning journalist 
who co-wrote the The Killing Season Uncut, the 
behind-the-scenes book based on the popular 
three-part ABC TV documentary. Currently the 
presenter of Four Corners, she has also worked on 
SBS programs Dateline and Insight and for Channel 
9’s program, Sunday. She wrote and presented 
Hitting Home, the landmark TV series on domestic 
violence. [Sun 12.30pm CT]
NICOLE FERRIE is the editor of the Bendigo Advertiser 
and an award-winning journalist who has more than 
20 years’ experience in regional and community 
media. [Sat 4.45pm BBT]
CLAIRE FLANAGAN-SMITH is a Bendigo-based 
consultant who helps regional communities tackle 
complex problems. She is a Bendigo Writers 
Festival committee member. [Sat 3.30pm CT]
PEGGY FREW is an award-winning author. Her second 
novel Hope Farm was shortlisted for the 2016 Stella 
Prize and shortlisted for the Miles Franklin Award. 
She has been published in The Age, New Australian 
Stories 2, Kill Your Darlings, The Big Issue, and 
Meanjin. Peggy is also a member of the award-
winning Melbourne band Art of Fighting.  
[Sat 2.15pm TH; Sun 1.45pm ER]

participants

VENUES: CT Capital Theatre; BBT Bendigo Bank Theatre; ER Engine Room; VAC Visual Arts Centre;  
TH Trades Hall; SS Strategem Studio; UT Ulumbarra Theatre
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HELEN GARNER is an award-winning author of novels, 
stories, screenplays and works of non-fiction. 
In 2006 she received the inaugural Melbourne 
Prize for Literature. The Spare Room won the 
Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for Fiction, the 
Queensland Premier’s Award for Fiction and the 
Barbara Jefferis Award. This House of Grief, was 
named Best True Crime book in the 2015 Ned 
Kelly Awards. In 2016 Helen Garner was awarded 
the Windham-Campbell Prize for Non-Fiction. Her 
latest book is Everywhere I Look. [Sat 11.45am CT]
DEE GILL is a visual artist, a member of the Bendigo 
Writers Festival committee and organiser of  
La Trobe Art Institute’s On the Map printmaking 
project. [Sun 1.45pm BBT]
GERRY GILL is an Honorary Associate in Sociology 
and Aboriginal History at La Trobe University, 
Bendigo. [Sun 1.45pm BBT]
SUE GILLETT is a senior lecturer at La Trobe 
University. She has authored two books, edited 
a poetry anthology, and published articles on 
literature and film. Sue liaises with Bendigo  
Writers Festival on behalf of La Trobe University. 
[Sat 11.45am ER; Sun 3pm VAC]
MAX GILLIES is most recognized for his work over 30 
years impersonating Australia’s political leaders and 
public figures, including the ABC television series 
The Gillies Report. [Sun 12.30pm CT]
DENNIS GLOVER is an academic, newspaper columnist, 
policy adviser and speechwriter to Australia’s most 
senior political, business and community leaders. 
An outspoken political commentator, his most 
recent book is An Economy is not a Society. His 
previous books include The Art of Great Speeches 
and Orwell’s Australia. [Sat 6pm CT; Sun 3pm BBT]
ANNA GOLDSWORTHY is an award-winning pianist, 
writer and festival director. Her best-selling first 
book, Piano Lessons, is currently in development 
as a film. She is the author of the memoir Welcome 
to Your New Life and a Quarterly Essay; Unfinished 
Business. Anna is a founding member of Seraphim 
Trio, and records for the ABC Classics label.  
[Fri 4.15pm CT; Sat 4.45pm TH; Sun 12.30pm BBT]
JERRY GRAYSON is the author of Rescue Pilot; 
Cheating The Sea, his account of becoming the 
most decorated helicopter search and rescue pilot 
in peacetime. Jerry joined the Royal Navy’s Fleet 
Air Arm at 17 and by 25 he’d been presented with 
the Air Force Cross by the Queen for outstanding 
gallantry. Jerry lives in Central Victoria and is 
currently writing his second book. [Sat 1pm ER;  
Sat 4.45pm ER]
BRONWYN HINZ is an award-winning academic 
based at the Mitchell Institute. Her work covers 
education policy, Australian politics, federalism, 
multiculturalism and reform processes. She is 
passionate about quality education. [Sat 1pm TH]
KATIE HOLMES teaches in the History department of 
La Trobe University. She is interim Director of the 
Centre for the Study of the Inland, and author of 
Between the Leaves: stories of Australian women, 
writing and gardens. [Sat 3.30pm TH]
ANNA HOWARD works at RMIT’s Centre for Innovative 
Justice as a Project Coordinator. [Sat 3.30pm BBT]
TONI JORDAN is the author of four novels.  
The international best-seller Addition, was a  
Richard and Judy Bookclub pick. Fall Girl was 
published internationally and Nine Days was 
awarded Best Fiction at the 2012 Indie Awards,  
and shortlisted for the ABIA Best General Fiction 
award. Her latest novel is Our Tiny, Useless Hearts. 
[Sat 10.30am BBT; Sat 6pm ER]
MIREILLE JUCHAU won the 2016 Victorian Premier’s 
Literary Award for her third novel, The World 
Without Us, which was also shortlisted for the 2016 
Stella Prize, the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards and 
the Australian Book Industry Awards, and longlisted 
for the Miles Franklin Award. Her short fiction, 
essays and reviews have appeared in international 
and Australian anthologies and journals.  
[Sat 4.45pm TH; Sun 12.30pm VAC]

LEAH KAMINSKY, physician and award-winning writer, 
is Poetry & Fiction Editor at the Medical Journal 
Australia. Her debut novel is The Waiting Room. 
We’re all Going to Die, her new book, is ‘a joyful book 
about death’. She edited Writer MD and co-authored 
Cracking the Code. [Sat 10.30am ER; Sun 3pm VAC]
GISELA KAPLAN has been a university professor 
in both arts and science yet has remained very 
hands-on in matters of nature and native animals. 
She has awards for her non-fiction books, has 
been honoured by the international community 
and is the public voice for Australian native wildlife. 
Her book, Bird Minds, is published by CSIRO.  
[Sat 1pm VAC; Sun 10am ER]
CHRIS KELLY is CEO of the Goldfields Libraries 
Corporation. [Sat 10.30am TH]
STEVE KENDALL is the chief of staff at the Bendigo 
Weekly and co-editor of the book, Gallipoli 
Eyewitness. [Sat 1pm ER]
PETER KENNEDY is the general manager of  
the Bendigo Weekly. [Sun 10am CT]
SUE KING-SMITH is a poet, editor and academic writer. 
She holds a PhD in Creative Arts and is the founder 
of the Zoetics Institute. [Sat 3.30pm ER]
ROBERT KRETSCHMER is an avid gardener and 
organises the Bike Bendigo Community Ride.  
[Sun 1.45pm VAC]
REGINA LANE began her professional life as a social 
justice worker, firstly for the Brigidine Sisters and 
then the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne. 
She is now the Director of Publishing at Garratt 
Publishing. Saving St Brigid’s is her first book.  
[Fri 5.30pm CT; Sat 10.30am ER]
BENJAMIN LAW is a TV screenwriter, journalist  
and newspaper columnist. His two books,  
The Family Law and Gaysia: Adventures in the 
Queer East were both nominated for Australian 
Book Industry Awards. The Family Law is now 
a major SBS TV series, with a second series 
currently in development. [Fri 7.30pm UT;  
Sat 4.45pm CT; Sun 10am SS]
STAN LIACOS is Regional Director with Regional 
Development Victoria. Previously, he was Director, 
City Futures at the City of Greater Bendigo.  
[Fri 5.30pm BBT]
DAVID LLOYD is manager of Capital Venues  
and Events. [Sat 2.15pm CT]
JANE LONG is Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor at La 
Trobe University, formerly Pro Vice-Chancellor 
(Education) and Winthrop Professor of History at 
the University of Western Australia, where she was 
also Director of the Centre for Women’s Studies. 
[Sun 11.15am CT] 
HUGH MACKAY is one of Australia’s most respected 
social researchers and the author of 17 books.  
His new book, Beyond Belief, is about the declining 
role of religion. [Sun 1.45pm CT]
CHRIS MCAULIFFE is an art historian, writer and curator 
based in Melbourne and Victoria’s central goldfields 
region. He has written books and articles on subjects 
as diverse as 19th-century sculpture, art school punk 
bands, the Zapruder film and the Occupy movement. 
[Sun 10am ER; Sun 12.30pm TH]
CATH MCDONALD was born in Gippsland and has 
worked and lived all over Australia as a nurse 
clinician, manager, educator and most recently  
as CEO for Radius in Bendigo. [Sat 10.30am ER]
MEGAN MCDOUGALL is heritage building/assets 
adviser at City of Greater Bendigo, previously 
with Heritage Victoria where her work included 
assessing places for inclusion on the Victorian 
Heritage Register. [Sat 2.15pm VAC]
NIGEL MCGUCKIAN has worked with rural communities, 
agricultural industries, businesses and farming 
families for 25 years. [Sun 3pm BBT]

KIM MAHOOD is a writer and artist based in Wamboin, 
near Canberra, whose 2000 memoir, Craft for a 
Dry Lake, won the NSW Premier’s Award and The 
Age Book of the Year. In 2013, she was awarded 
the Peter Blazey Fellowship for a non-fiction work 
in progress and in 2014, she was awarded the H. 
C. Coombs Fellowship at the Australian National 
University. Her new book is Position Doubtful.  
[Sat 11.45am VAC; Sat 3.30pm TH]
KEN MARCHINGO has been at the helm of Haven; 
Home, Safe for 22 years. It is the largest regionally 
based housing and homelessness service in 
Australia. [Sun 10am TH]
MICHELE MARTIN was one of the founders of  
the Bendigo Community Farmers’ Market.  
[Sat 3.30pm VAC]
SUSAN MARTIN is Associate Pro Vice-Chancellor of 
Research for the College of Arts, Social Sciences 
and Commerce at La Trobe University and is a 
specialist in 19th-century Australian fiction.  
[Sat 11.45am VAC]
JEFF MAYNARD is an author and documentary maker. 
His books include The Letterbox War of Kamarooka 
Street, Niagara’s Gold, Divers in Time and Wings of 
Ice. His latest book is The Unseen Anzac. Jeff is a 
member of the Explorers Club and on the board of 
the Historical Diving Society. [Sun 3pm ER]
SARAH MAYOR COX is a lecturer in education at  
La Trobe University and the program coordinator 
for Text Marks the Spot schools day. [Sat 2.15pm 
ER; Sun 11.15am ER]
KATE MILDENHALL is currently an education project 
officer at the State Library Victoria. Her first novel 
is Skylarking. She has worked in schools and RMIT 
University, as well as volunteering with Teachers 
Across Borders. [Sat 6pm ER; Sun 1.45pm ER]
GLENDA MILLARD writes for children of all ages.  
Her novel A Small Free Kiss in the Dark was the 
Winner of the 2009 Queensland Premier’s Award 
for young adults. Books from her popular Kingdom 
of Silk series have also received individual awards. 
Glenda has also written many picture books, 
including The Duck and the Darklings. Her new novel 
is The Stars at Oktober Bend. [Sun 11.15am ER]
LAUREN MITCHELL is a writer and part-time digital 
producer at La Trobe University Bendigo. Her latest 
book, Artist Spaces of the Victorian Goldfields, is 
a collaboration with Amy Doak, published by the 
Bendigo-based oftheworldbooks.com.  
[Sat 11.45am ER]
JAMES MOLONEY has been writing for young people 
for nearly 30 years and is author of more than 40 
books including Kill the Possum, Lost Property, A 
Bridge to Wiseman’s Cove, Touch Me, Dougy and 
The Book of Lies. [Sat 10.30am TH]
JACLYN MORIARTY is the prize-winning, best-selling 
author of novels for young adults including Feeling 
Sorry for Celia, Finding Cassie Crazy and The 
Colours of Madeleine series. The Cracks in the 
Kingdom won the Aurealis Award for Young Adult 
Fiction and the NSW Premier’s Literary Award.  
[Sat 10.30am TH; Sat 4.45pm TH; Sun 11.15am TH]
DI MORRISSEY is one of Australia’s most successful 
and prolific authors. As well as being a bestselling 
author, Di has been a tireless and passionate 
advocate and activist for many causes. Her latest 
novel is Rain Music. [Sat 1pm CT; Sun 11.15am TH]
SUSAN MURPHY is an authorised Zen teacher, 
filmmaker and author of Upside Down Zen,  
The Midas Touch, Secrets (six one-off dramas), 
Breathing Under Water and Minding the Earth, 
Mending the World. She is a freelance producer of 
feature radio works for ABC Radio National Radio 
Eye. Her new book, Red Thread Zen, is released in 
October. [Fri 5.30pm CT; Sun 11.15am VAC]
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INDIRA NAIDOO is a well-known broadcaster and 
journalist who is passionate about growing her own 
produce. She is the author of The Edible City and 
The Edible Balcony. [Fri 3pm CT]
ABE NOUK is a self-taught spoken-word poet. 
Abe is the founder and director of youth arts 
space Creative Rebellion Youth. In 2013 Abe was 
third in the Australian National Poetry Slam and 
self-published his first collection, HUMBLE. Abe 
was awarded the Young Man of the Year by the 
Betterman Foundation in 2015. [Sat 3.30pm ER]
MITCHELL OAKLEY SMITH is a journalist, editor, author 
and curator who writes on fashion and art and edits 
the bi-annual men’s journal Manuscript. He is the 
author of three books, including Art/Fashion in the 
21st Century. His new book is on designer Toni 
Maticevski. [Sat 10.30am VAC; Sun 12.30pm TH]
KERRY O’BRIEN spent 28 years as a national current 
affairs television presenter and interviewer. He 
has specialised in politics, as well as economics, 
business journalism and investigative reporting. 
He has interviewed presidents and prime ministers 
across the world. He worked on trail-blazing ABC 
current affairs programs like This Day Tonight, 
and Four Corners, and was the first presenter of 
Lateline. He was also editor and presenter of the 
national 7.30 Report for 15 years. [Sat 6pm CT;  
Sun 10am CT]
FIONA PARKER is presenter of the networked  
Morning Program on ABC radio which covers  
the Wimmera, the Mallee and Central Victoria.  
[Fri 3pm CT; Sat 1pm CT]
MARION PARKER is a Textile Conservator with 
The Grimwade Centre for Cultural Materials 
Conservation, University of Melbourne. Her 
expertise is in collection management and  
textile conservation, with a particular interest  
in dress history. [Fri 3pm BBT]
SIMON PATTON is a translator of Chinese literature 
with a particular interest in contemporary poetry. 
[Sun 11.15am VAC]
LIAM PIEPER is a writer and content director of 
Writers Bloc, a platform and resource for emerging 
writers. His memoir The Feel-Good Hit of the Year 
was shortlisted for the National Biography Award 
and a Ned Kelly Award. Mistakes Were Made, a 
collection of essays was released last year. His 
new book is a novel, The Toymaker. [Fri 4.15pm 
BBT; Sat 10.30am BBT]
ANTHONY RADFORD is a Walkley-award-winning 
journalist and former editor of Bendigo Weekly. 
He is now the communications officer at the North 
Central Catchment Management Authority.  
[Sun 10am BBT]
HANNIE RAYSON is a multi-award winning playwright 
and screenwriter. Her works, including Hotel 
Sorrento, Inheritance and Life After George, 
have been performed around Australia and 
internationally. Life After George was the first play 
to be nominated for the Miles Franklin Literary 
Award. Hannie’s memoir, Hello, Beautiful; Scenes 
from a Life, is now also a play. [Fri 5.30pm ER;  
Sat 11.45am TH]
JO ROBERTS is editor of online magazine Taste In 
Music and former editor of (and now freelancer  
for) The Age EG weekly entertainment guide.  
[Sat 2.15pm TH]
IAN ROBINSON is currently the Convenor of the 
Central Victorian Atheists and Freethinkers 
Gathering. [Sun 10am VAC]
DOMINIC ROMEO, former Deputy Chairman and 
Board member of the National Trust of Australia 
(Vic) 2005 – 2015, is a property sales consultant 
specialising in heritage and lifestyle properties  
in Victoria and Tasmania. [Sat 2.15pm VAC]
MARIE ROMEO is a stylist who runs Bellholme, an 
interior decorating service in the Macedon Ranges 
of Victoria. [Sat 2.15pm VAC]

NICK ROSE is Executive Director of Sustain:  
The Australian Food Network. He lectures in Food 
Studies at William Angliss Institute and is a Churchill 
Fellow. Nick founded and was national coordinator 
of the Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance. [Sun 
8.30am Ulumbarra Foyer]
JUDITH ROSSELL has been an illustrator and writer of 
children’s books for more than 12 years. She has 
written 11 books and illustrated more than 80. Her 
2014 novel Withering-by-Sea won several awards, 
such as the Australian Book Industry Awards Book 
of the Year for Older Children and the Indie Award 
for Children and YA. It is the first book in the Stella 
Montgomery Intrigue series. [Sun 11.15am ER] 
NICOLAS ROTHWELL is an award-winning author and 
journalist, based in northern Australia. His books 
include Journeys to the Interior, Another Country, 
Red Highway, Wings of the Kite-Hawk and Belomor. 
[Sat 11.45am BBT; Sun 1.45pm BBT]
GAVIN ROWLAND is a general medical practitioner 
based in Central Victoria, with an interest in mental 
health. His book Mind Beyond Matter is about “dark 
energy” and consciousness. [Sat 10.30am ER]
JULIE RUDNER is an urban and regional planner 
who lectures in the Community Planning and 
Development Program at La Trobe University, 
Bendigo. [Sun 1.45pm CT]
CECILE SHANAHAN has worked in education and 
communications for the past 15 years. She is the 
editor of this year’s inaugural Vox Bendigo Young 
Writers Anthology and Bendigo Writers Festival’s 
communications officer. [Sat 4.45pm TH]
MARGARET SIMONS is Director of the Centre for 
Advancing Journalism at The University of 
Melbourne. In 2015, she won the Walkley Award 
for Social Equity Journalism. Her recent books 
include Six Square Metres, Self-Made Man: The 
Kerry Stokes Story, What’s Next in Journalism?, 
Journalism at the Crossroads and the book 
Malcolm Fraser: The Political Memoirs co-written 
with former Prime Minister of Australia Malcolm 
Fraser. [Sat 6pm CT; Sun 1.45pm VAC]
PETER SINGER is an ethical and political philosopher 
best known for his work in bioethics and his role 
as one of the intellectual founders of the modern 
animal rights movement. He is Ira W. DeCamp 
Professor of Bioethics, Princeton University, and 
Laureate Professor, School of Historical and 
Philosophical Studies, University of Melbourne.  
He is the author of more than 20 books, including 
The Life You Can Save. His most recent book  
is The Most Good You Can Do. [Fri 4.15pm CT;  
Sat 10.30am CT]
RENATA SINGER is a writer, community activist and 
educator, Chair of the Oxfam New York Committee 
and a member of the Oxfam America Leadership 
Council. Among Renata’s publications are Older 
and Bolder, The Front of the Family, True Stories 
from the Land of Divorce and Goodbye and Hello. 
She is also the author (with husband Peter Singer) 
of The Moral of the Story: Ethics Through Literature. 
[Sat 10.30am CT; Sat 4.45pm BBT]
ROSEMARY SORENSEN is director of Bendigo Writers 
Festival. [Sat 1pm BBT; Sun 10am ER]
MARGOT SPALDING is one of the founders of the 
Jimmy Possum furniture company. She was also 
the force behind Believe in Bendigo which was set 
up to speak up for minority groups in Bendigo, and 
to present Bendigo as a welcoming and inclusive 
city. [Sun 3pm CT]
ROB STEPHENSON is Head of Campus at La Trobe 
University, Bendigo. [Sat 6pm ER]
CHERYL STRAYED is the author of the bestselling 
memoirs Wild, Tiny Beautiful Things, Brave 
Enough, and the novel Torch. Her works have been 
translated into over 40 languages and made into 
Hollywood movies. [Fri 7.30pm UT; Sat 3.30pm CT]
JANE SULLIVAN is a fiction author and freelance writer 
specialising in literary journalism. Her column 
Turning Pages appears in The Saturday Age.  
[Sat 2.15pm BBT; Sun 11.15am TH]

ANNE SUMMERS, AO, is a best-selling author, journalist 
and thought-leader with a long career in politics, the 
media, business and the non-government sector. 
She is the author of eight books, including the classic 
Damned Whores and God’s Police, first published in 
1975. A new edition was published on International 
Women’s Day 2016. [Sat 4.45pm CT; Sun 11.15am CT]
DIANA SWEENEY is a university lecturer and fashion 
model. Her first novel, The Minnow, won a host of 
awards including The Text Prize for Young Adult and 
Children’s Writing. [Sat 10.30am TH]
DAVID TACEY is an international authority on 
psychoanalysis and spirituality, who has published 
14 books. He is an interdisciplinary scholar whose 
latest book is Beyond Literal Belief: Religion as 
Metaphor. [Fri 5.30pm CT; Sun 10am VAC]
PETA TAIT is a La Trobe University scholar and 
playwright with an extensive background in 
theatre, dramatic literature, and performance 
studies. [Sat 1pm VAC]
MICK THOMAS is a balladeer and songmaster for 
iconic Australian band, Weddings Parties Anything, 
and his current band The Roving Commission.  
[Sat 2.15pm TH]
LILIT THWAITES, Honorary Research Associate in 
Spanish at La Trobe University, is an award-winning 
translator of Spanish literary works into English.  
[Sat 6pm BBT]
DIANNE TOUCHELL is the author of contemporary 
young adult fiction. Her books include Creepy 
& Maud, A Small Madness, and her new novel, 
Forgetting Foster. [Sat 2.15pm ER]
GABRIELLE TOZER is a YA author, journalist, editor and 
copywriter. Her debut novel, The Intern, won the 
2015 Gold Inky Award and the sequel, Faking It,  
was released last year. [Sat 2.15pm ER;  
Sun 12.30pm ER]
ELLY VARRENTI is a writer, broadcaster, columnist, 
book and theatre reviewer and author of the 
memoir, This is Not My Beautiful Life.  
[Sat 11.45am TH]
SAMUEL WAGAN WATSON is one of Australia’s most 
recognised Indigenous poets and his award-
winning poetry has been translated into seven 
languages, inspired various musical compositions 
and been the subject of film and television 
productions and visual arts projects. [Fri 5.30pm 
Hub; Sat 3.30pm ER; Sun 10am TH]
SALLY WARHAFT is a Melbourne broadcaster, 
anthropologist and writer. She is a former editor of 
The Monthly and the host of the Wheeler Centre’s 
live journalism series, The Fifth Estate, now in 
its fifth year. Sally is the author of the bestselling 
book Well May We Say: The Speeches that Made 
Australia. [Sat 6pm Capital]
SEAN WILLIAMS is the best-selling author of over  
40 novels, including the Troubletwisters series  
co-authored with Garth Nix. His latest book,  
Fall, is the conclusion to his popular Twinmaker 
series. [Sun 3pm TH]
ASHLEIGH WILSON has been arts editor at The 
Australian since 2011. He is the author of the new 
authorised biography, Brett Whiteley: Art, Life and 
the Other Thing. [Sat 11.45 BBT; Sun 12.30pm TH]
RACHEL WINTERTON is a research fellow at La Trobe 
University. She researches rural population ageing. 
[Sat 4.45pm BBT]
CLARE WRIGHT is an award-winning author, historian, 
and television writer/presenter and Associate 
Professor in History at La Trobe University. Her 
book The Forgotten Rebels of Eureka won the 
Stella Prize. [Sat 3.30pm TH]
ARNOLD ZABLE is an award winning writer,  
storyteller, educator, and human rights advocate. 
His latest book is The Fighter. [Sat 11.45am CT; 
Sun 11.15am BBT]
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1   THE CAPITAL: 
Festival home base, includes 
the Box Office, the Hub 
(with Dymocks Festival 
Bookshop), Bendigo Bank 
Theatre and Capital Theatre.

2  OLD FIRE STATION

3  DUDLEY HOUSE

4  LA TROBE UNIVERSITY 

 VISUAL ARTS CENTRE

5  BENDIGO ART GALLERY

6  BENDIGO TRADES HALL

7  ULUMBARRA THEATRE

8  BENDIGO VISITOR CENTRE

9  BENDIGO TOWN HALL

10  BENDIGO LIBRARY

11  SCHALLER STUDIO (HOTEL)

12  BENDIGO RAILWAY 

STATION

13  SAM THE STORY TRAM

bendigo train station
(15 MINUTE WALK FROM 

THE CAPITAL THEATRE) 

3

2

1

5

6

8

9

7

4

10

schaller studio
(5 MINUTE WALK FROM 

ULUMBARRA THEATRE) 11

12

venues

sam the 
story tram
(BOARDING AT 
THE TRAM DEPOT
75 HARGREAVES ST 
BENDIGO)
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book now! BENDIGOWRITERSFESTIVAL.COM.AU #BWF2016
See page 7 for ticket prices. To book visit 

or call the Box Office: (03) 5434 6100

Program information may change; check bendigowritersfestival.com.au for updates.
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BENDIGOWRITERSFESTIVAL.COM.AU  #BWF2016

bendigo writers festival thanks our supporters

PROUDLY PRESENTED BY

THANKS TO

Can
Dy

BraIn
FOR 

YOUR
IT’S

something
for everyone

at the
library5–13

AUGUST 2016

GO TO: 
FACEBOOK.COM/WRITEONTHEFRINGE 

EMAIL ARTS.INFO@BENDIGO.VIC.GOV.AU
 PHONE BENDIGO LIBRARY: 5449 2700

B E A U T I F U L  B E N D I G O
While the city shines with historic beauty, 
cosmopolitan Bendigo is fi rmly set in the now. 

@ExploreBendigo
#ExploreBendigo

For more information, including tours and accommodation, 
visit the Bendigo Visitor Centre at 51-67 Pall Mall Bendigo, 
phone on 1800 813 153 or visit www.bendigotourism.com

Flamingo Park & Beyond – Jenny Kee & Linda Jackson
Living Arts Space at the Bendigo Visitor Centre, 10 August – 6 November

Maticevski – Dark Wonderland
Bendigo Art Gallery, 13 August – 20 November

Bendigo Community Farmers Market
Sidney Myer Place, 13 August

From Market to Paddock to Plate 
Departs from The Schaller Studio, 13 August

EVENTS ON THIS  WEEKEND:

Image credit: Toni Maticevski, Doona Dresses from Fall 2007/2008 collection Photo: Georges Antoni

FESTIVAL SPONSORS
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